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ROPE, RANCH & RIDE

Ranchlng

UNR study reveals cattlé
industry’s economic
impact on Elko County

_ By JOHN SENTS
Free Press Staff Writer

'ELKO — A new study

County could generate
$11.4 million in labor
earnings, according to the
report.

from the University of Elko Couﬁty
Nevada, Reno shows Commissioner Sheri
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cattle ranching and
farming industry
employed 482 people and
had export sales of $43.5
million in 2003. That
same year, it imported
$20.5 million to Elko
County.

The study states every
animal unit month of fed-
eral grazing land in Elko
County could be associ-
ated with as much as $84
in value of cattle produc-
tion. The 847,000 per-
mitted AUMs in Elko

lieu of downturns and the
economic cycles of other
industries, especially
mining.”

Most of the funding for .

the study, which was pre-
pared by Thomas Harris,
Jonathan Alevy and
Elizabeth Fadaly of UNR,

came from Elko County —

which contributed
$10,000. Eklund-Brown
said it is the first study of
its kind conducted

recently in Elko County —

‘the largest grazing county

A cowboy herds cattle near Wells.

in the state.

“It will be an extremely
useful tool for federal
agencies to utilize when
they determine all the fac-
tors involved in a NEPA
analysis,” Eklund-Brown
said. “Public land law has
become something that is
dictated at the Ninth
Circuit (Court of Appeals)
level. We need to have
information showing the
economic and sociological
benefits of the livestock
industry in our county.”

In addition, Eklund-

. Brown said the study

would also be helpful for

ranchers to include with
their permits to substan-
tiate multiple use on public
lands and the beneficial
economic impacts. She said
economic development
agencies can use it to
recrnit businesses associ-
ated with the industry.
Approximately 72 per-
cent of Elko County’s
acreage is administered by
the federal government. In
Elko County, 68 percent of
all operations with beef
cow inventories — 177
ranches — held federal

___ grazing permits i 1997,
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attle ranching and
arming sector will ~
1mpact the economic
activity in Elko County.

“It is very crucial, I
think, for the future
growth and stability of
Elko County,”.Harris
said. “If you lost
ranching you would lose
employment, but you
would also lose a lot of
those ranch owners. The
mining and casino
owners are a very big
backbone of the Elko
County Economy.”

Spratling said the
ranching image is also
important to Elko
County’s economy.

“The entertainment
and gaming industry cap-
italizes on that icon,”
Spratling said. “Even the
non-ranching industries
tend to benefit from it.”

Shane DeForest, the
Bureau of Land
Management’s assistant
Elko Field Manager for
renewable resources, said
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the role ranching plays
in economies is some-
thing that has been his-
.torlcally understated

flag of tradltlon he sald

quantify it.”

Dallas said he was glad
to see collaboration
between the federal and

Eklund Brown said

“We haven’t spent a lot of Elko County wants to be

time trying to explain
why it continues to be
important to this day.”

Local public lands spe-
cialists say the study will
help them assess the eco-
nomic impacts of deci-
sions that are made.

“We know (ranching) is
an important sector of
the economy,” said U.S.
Forest Service district
ranger Dan Dallas. “A
study like this helps

a partner with local
ranchers. She said the
county will be looking
into studies for mining
and recreation on public
lands in the future.

“Ranching, along with
mining, is the history of
Elko County,” Eklund-
Brown said. “In my
opinion, we are the tradi-
tional old west. Without
ranching, we lose our
identity.”




