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Recommendations
by Charles E. Kay

Congress should appoint an independent commission of qualified
scientists to review “natural regulation” management and
park science in Yellowstone. What is needed is a fair hearing
for the available evidence. If we cannot straighten out
Yellowstone, there is little hope for the rest of our national
parks.

Congress should also mandate an independent park science
program. This conclusion has been reached by every panel
that has ever reviewed park management. Since the Park
Service has never followed any of those recommendations,
Congress must legislate the needed changes, for the agency
has repeatedly demonstrated its refusal to comply with
anything less. Because of the politics over Yellowstone,
Congress should also appoint an independent panel of
eminent scientists to set priorities for park research and to
review competitive research proposals.

Moreover, if independent scientists are to critically evaluate
various aspects of park management, then Congress must
establish a mechanism to directly fund that research. This
need not come from new appropriations but from a
reapportionment of existing funds. Without adequate funding
there will be no independent evaluation of park management.
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