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place else, they -- they, you know, get up with them and 

they put them to bed. And when you got to see the same 

guy week after week and you're often yelled and screamed 

at about his cows, what are you going to do? You got to 

try and deal with the guy. You got to make him happy. 

Just get him out of here. 

And that is something that -- and you 

heard me talk about this -- we do not do enough. When 

you go out to the public lands, when you go out camping 

in the spring, when you go anywhere on an allotment and 

you don't like what you see, don't call me, which some 

people do. They say, "God, Roy, it's really bad up on 

Hart Mountain," and the elk hunters are the worst. 

I mean, hunters, you know, are really 

fixated on that one season. They're never out there 

really camping or hiking or anything else but when it's 

elk season or it's deer season, boom. For decades or 

generations, they all -- the whole family goes up to 

Hart Mountain or all of them go out to eastern Oregon, 

everybody hunting deer, and then, as soon as they get 

back to Portland, within the first few days, it starts, 

and they call me. They say, "God, Roy, my family's been 

going up to this allotment for years and, boy, does it 

look bad." 

(Audience laughter.) 
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1 MR. ELICKER: And I'll say, "Well, who'd 

2 you tell?" They say, "Well, we called you (unintelligible) 

3 wanted to call you as soon as we got back in town." 

4 (Audience laughter.) 

5 MR. ELICKER: Don't call me. Call the 

6 forest service. Call the BLM. Call them because they 

7 will make a note. They'll have to deal with that. You 

8 will cause them stress. 

9 (Audience laughter.) 

10 MR. ELICKER: And when you cause them 

11 stress, you win. There's a person don't like this, 

12 causing the cowboy stress. That's why you're here. 

13 And it's the same with all of us on the 

1~ panel. When you call them, when you cause them stress, 

1~ we win. 

16 The best -­ the worst thing you can do 

17 is go horne and get pissed off and forget about it or 

18 don't do anything. Then they win because they got what 

19 they want and you haven't bothered to mess with them and 

20 that's what hurts us. 

21 So, let me unravel the story. We were 

22 very successful this spring in throwing the cattle off 

23 Rooster Rock State Park. aria the Columbia River Gorge and 

24 it's very interesting. I mean, all of us lived in that 

25 end of the gorge, west end of the gorge. We're back 
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1 against Portland. And for years, we have driven past 

2 Rooster Rock State Park and we knew there was cows in 

3 there, on the wetlands, but, I mean, it's a state park. 

4 I mean, I -­ even I, who drove (unintel­

5 ligible) never assumed they were on state land. I would 

6 assume that was a part of the park that, you know, was 

7 owned or private inholding or -­ so -­ so one day I get 

8 a call and they say -­ and they say, "Well, God, you ought 

9 to see what the cows did to Rooster Rock State Park." 

10 I said, "Well, what cows?" They said, "The cows that 

11 are on the state park." 

12 "What cows? What do you mean?" I said, 

13 "That's state park land." 
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(Audience laughter.) 

2 MR. ELICKER: "I mean, without them, the 

3 blackberries would take over." 

4 (Audience laughter.) 

MR. ELICKER: Well, anybody who's ever 

6 read anything about livestock, knows anything about 

7 livestock, knows blackberries (unintelligible) cows. 

8 (Audience laughter.) 

9 MR. ELICKER: Cows -­ I mean, when you 

drive -­ drive past some old pasture on the west side of 

11 the mountains here, what do you see? You see little 

12 tiny thing of grass and all these big blackberry bushes 

13 because the cows don't like to eat those big ole black­

14 
T berries. 

, So, what we -­ I just made a real faux 

16 pas on that one. 

17 (Audience laughter.) 

18 MR. ELICKER: Then they tried to argue 

19 it was controlling other types of vegetation. You know, 

that vegetation just gets in the way and we've got to 

21 control it here on the state park. 

22 Well, anyway, between the audubon 

23 society and native plant society and a whole bunch of 

24 other groups, we all got together and demanded a tour 

out there and, boy, we beat the park service guy brainless. 
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1 (Audience laughter.) 

2 MR. ELICKER: He was a new guy who was a 

3 district supervisor and he said, "Well, I'm new here and 

4 I'm from Alaska and I don't know much about this." 

5 Well, let me try -­ he tried to talk 

6 about the fact that the cows provided a glimpse of the 

7 pastoral spendor of the gorge. 

8 (Audience laughter.) 

9 MR. ELICKER: That they -­ that they did 

10 control blackberries and that, no, just because the mud's 

11 all torn up and all the cow shit's in the water didn't 

12 mean they really interfered with water quality. 

13 (Audience laughter.) 

14r MR. ELICKER: Well, between about forty­

1~ five of us, he got the message and the message was, 

16 "We want these stinking cows off our park and we want 

17 it done today." 

18 And then, I kind of -­ being the nice 

19 guy I am -­ said, "Well, it doesn't have to be today. 

20 When's his contract end?" 

21 He said, "Well, a few months." 

22 "Well, okay, when his contract's over, 

23 that's the end of it." 

24 And, sure enough, state park, they hemmed 

25 and hawed. They did a management plan. They did every­
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thing they could do but, in the end, they were faced with 

a very irate group of people from a lot of different 

groups that were furious over this and they -- the guy's 

not -- the (unintelligible). After twelve years or fifteen 

years or twenty years of grazing out there, the cows are 

gone off Rooster Rock. 

I chalked up three (unintelligible) dead 

cows on the side� of my desk. 

(Audience laughter.) 

MR. ELICKER: And that's, you know, and 

that's why I said the opportunities with a state park, 

just find the opportunities. 

(Tape ends.) 
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