
After 1990: National forest timber sales drop precipitously 

National forest timber sales had been relatively consistent between 1960 and 1989. After 
1989, however, as a result of court decisions, public pressure and management plans 
imposed to protect the northern spotted owl and other endangered species, national forest 
timber sale levels went into free fall. Between 1989 and 2004, they dropped by more than 80 

3 3percent, from about 50 million m annually to between 9 million and 13.5 million m
annually24 (Figure 4). 
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Figure 4. National forest timber sales (1960-2004) 
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Mistakes Made in The Past 

In 1995 a task force appointed by the Elko County Commission found that decisions by federal 
agencies beginning in 1985 had caused a 33 percent decline in livestock use on the public lands 
within Elko County the state ofNevada. 

The task force found that there Livestock grazing is an important tool for preventing wildfIre, and 
that there is a direct correlation between the height and density of grazable grasses and the 
spread, duration, and intensity of wildfIres. 

Public Health and Safety 

Rights-of-way as have been recognized and claimed by the Elko County Board of 
Commissioners are critically important for aiding in the prevention ofcatastrophic wildfIre, 
which, as everyone knows, can be the greatest threats to human life and safety known in our area. 
Keeping existing roads open leading into the public lands is "a public health and safety" 
issue. 

One of the greatest threats to life and limb is when persons responsible for the property and lives 
of family members take it upon themselves to do whatever it takes to stop a wildfue. Let us not 
forget, roads left unused, become overgrown and un-assessable in a very short period of time. 

Loss of Wildlife Habitat 

In 1999 alone we lost 45,000 acres ofbighom sheep habitat, 668,000 acres ofantelope habitat, 
144,000 acres of sage grouse habitat, 481,000 acres of chukar habitat, 303,000 acres of deer 
summer range and 341,000 acres ofdeer winter range to wildfire in the state ofNevada. 


