


earth. Their success is due to decades of care-
ful, conscientious select-cut logging by
Kaibab Industries in partnership with
foresters and biologists from the pre-Clinton
Forest Service. It opened biological deserts of
over-cense trees into paradises of diversity.

In the adjacent unlogged Grand Canyon
National Park far fewer goshawks dwell in
narrow strips on points of the canyon’s rim
and forest edges. In the long-logged national
forest the hawks penetrate every wooded
habitat—even into pifion/juniper woodland
treated with openings for wildlife and cattle.

The fire ruined tens of thousands of acres
of excellent goshawk country. Researcher
Richard Reynolds and others (U.S. Forest Ser-
vice Rocky Mountain Research) have learned
goshawks need multiage forest mosaics just
like those created by select-cut bio-planned
logging. They avoid even-age tree stands
because they lack diverse prey species and
starve the goshawks out. Only even-age
stands of trees can grow back after stand-
replacing fires.

Kaibab Industries was driven out of busi-
ness because it had produced so many
goshawks that logging operations were never
out of sight or hearing of them. U.S, Fish &
Wildlife Service officers insisted the birds
could not bear sights, sounds and distur-
bances they had thrived with for years. Hun-
dreds of families in job-starved northern
Arizona and southern Utah lost their liveli-
hoods.

The 58,000-acre fire came within a scant
14 miles of the Grand Canyon. More than a
thousand travelers and staff were trapped by
100-foot flames across Highway 67—the only
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paved way out. They
had to be evacuated
on dirt back roads.
Hundreds could have died if not for favorable
winds and providential weeks-early rains.

The district fire management officer won-
dered on regional TV (KSL-Salt Lake City)
what the big deal was.

“In two or three hundred years it will look
just the same,” he glibly opined. “A human
lifetime’s just a blip on the radar screen” He
didn’t mention endangering hundreds of
such blips, including his own crews, the $8
million suppression cost, a similar cost for
rehabilitation, the half-billion dollars in lum-
ber or the dead wildlife and habitats.

Smelling cover-up, respected experts are
challenging the agency spin. They scoff at

Dozens of critical wildlife waters were filled with
ashes up to 2 feet deep and a caustic lye/water
sollution, Nothing can drink. Arizona tiger sala-
manders and other aquatic organisms died.

LErT: The Kaibab Plateau is famous as a mule deer
haven. Mule deer are in decline around the West due
to a loss of habitat to developinent (particularly
winter range), tough weather, and competition from
elk. BELow: The fate of this important deer habitaz is
uncertain. There are no plans to do anything about
the loss of forage and ongoing ruin of the watershed,
Floods rip soils and even boulders off the mountain
and blast thern all the way to the Colorado River 25
miles away.

daims that “65 percent burned at low severi-
ty.” After viewing the ruin, a former highly
placed Forest Service employee E-mailed:
“The folks I was with said they had never seen
such devastation over such a large contiguous
area—certainly I haven’t. ... If this had been a
simple ‘wildfire’ and not a ‘fire use fire’ gone
bad, with the same results, the Forest Service
would have been talking about the huge
amounts of resource damage being done;
esthetic values being lost on the way to the
Canyon; wildlife losses on the [Grand
Canyon National] Game Preserve; years to
replace the lost resource, etc,, to justify the
huge suppression costs that were being
incurred”

To locals it was arrogant cynicism when
Forest Service PR. people called this tragedy
the “Warm Fire.” They're contacting Con-
gress. They wonder why locals can’t even star-
tle a goshawk in the process of vastly
improving their habitat if the Forest Service
can cook ’em in the process of destroying it.
Locals could go to jail under Section 9 of the
Endangered Species Act and be fined millions
for a particle of the damage this fire caused.
There are no consequences to those who let it
happen.

Under any objective standard, either con-
tinual years with vast acreages burned by
escaped hot-weather catastrophic fires are
ecological disasters, or the Endangered
Species Act, National Environmental Policy
Act, Forest Service Organic Act (the one that
says they’re to preserve the forest) and the



Administrative Procedures Act are just bitter,
contemptuous jokes on the rural populace
and a trusting American public. The conse-
quences of these destructive hot-weather fires
destroy protected species and their habitats as
well as ecological conditions protected by
these acts. The scale by which they violate the
intent of those acts dwarfs any damage the
very worst industrial activity creates. This
unexamined “naturalness” fetish is running
amok.

There are no words to express the biologi-
cal weirdness of this “fire is always good” atti-
tude. When soils form water-resistant crusts,
they lose all surface organics and are sterilized
to a depth of two inches—killing even the
most fire-tolerant grasses. In firespeak, this is
called a moderate event. Even high-severity
fires which consume logs, form worse crusts,
alter the soil’s physical structure and sterilize
them six inches deep and more are imagined
to be natural, beneficial and even ecologically
necessary.

Calling fires burning in 100-
year-fire-suppression fuel-loads
“natural” is crazy. In the words of
playwright Christopher Marlowe:
“Such reasons make noon night
and dark night day” The previous
big Kaibab fire—the Bridger Fire
Complex left (after the flood phase)
large areas covered with nonnative
annual cheatgrass replacing dozens
of native perennial plant species.
‘Was that beneficial or natural?

The famous Yellowstone Fire—
sold to the public as the best thing
since bald eagles—left tens of thou-
sands of acres in close-packed,
stunted lodgepole pine monocul-
tures with no grass, no flowers and
no wildlife. Beneficial? Hardly. Nat-
ural? Not that either.

No amount of ideological natu- |
ralness can equal the lost value of
vast areas of biodiverse, wildlife-filled, stable
forest. Native Americans learned that ages
ago. They used cool, wet-season prescribed
fire to prevent catastrophic wildfire (see “Pris-
tine Nature: the Founding Falsehood” in
RANGE, Spring 2005 and “Bless the Beasts
and the Children” in RANGE, Spring 2006).
Lightning strikes usually made fittle fires. The
Forest Service used to follow their example.
Now fire-happy federal officers believe a sim-
plistic upside-down cascading academic falla-
cy that ignores Native American history and
biological reality. They say: “Hot weather has
highest fire danger so most fires happened

T

then so that’s natural/necessary.” Necessary to
what? There’s nothing hot-weather fires can
do that cool/wet-season fires or logging/fuel-
wood harvest/biomass harvest/thinning fol-
lowed by cool-season fire can’t do 10 to
10,000 times better. Don’t be absurd. No
organism is or ever will be adapted to being
killed or vaporized.

Folks in the small towns of Kanab and
Fredonia and others around the West could
do a much better job managing the Kaibab
Plateau and other forests than the Forest Ser-
vice can under lawsuit-skewed, politically cor-

Tor: Crystal clear water at Lees’
Ferry on the Colorado River.

ABOVE; Even the heaviest rains
normally create no runoffin this
Kaibab Plateau meadow. Since the
“Warm Fire,” repeated floods

have covered this valley

with black water and ashes.

Botrowm: Boaters in the Grand
Canyon awoke to find the Colorado
River black with polluting flood
waters pouring off devastated forest
land. The black muck travels all the
way to Lake Mead in Nevada.

rect pressures and policies. We and many oth-
ers love the Kaibab Forest. We've cared for it;
cherished it. Many of our best memories were
in places the Warm Fire destroyed. We spent
childhoods and lifetimes there and took our
kids there to fill their lives with beauty. It’s
unspeakably painful to see the destruction.
Don’ttell us it will be OK. in 300 years. m

Steve Rich, president of Rangeland Restoration
Academy in Salt Lake City, Utah, can be
reached at <steve@rangelandrestoration.org>.

NOTE: PLEASE CALL YOUR CONGRESSIONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATORS. ASK FOR

A REVIEW OF FEDERAL HOT-SEASON FIRE
POLICY AND INVESTIGATIONS OF WHY

THE FOREST SERVICE REFUSES TO USE THE
BEST AVAILABLE MANAGEMENT TOOLS IN
IMPLEMENTING THE HEALTHY FORESTS
RESTORATION ACT AND WHY THE MEDIA FAIL
TO INVESTIGATE.
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