




reported in the Status Report are actually those of other game birds, 
most of which were Sharp-tailed Grouse, according to Lewis and 
Clark scholars. 

2)� Sightings of substantial Sage Grouse populations, long after the 
beginning of "Settlement and Degradation" (according to the Status 
Report) are reported as being from the Lewis and Clark era: 

a.� On page 45 of the Status Report, in the section entitled "Early Accounts," 
(presumable the Lewis and Clark era) a number of observations are included 
that were actually made much later, in the late 1800's and the early 1900's: 

1.� Status Report Quote - "Before Euro-American occupation of the west, 
sage grouse were extremely abundant, and huge flocks of the birds 
were often described " 

1.� Historically, huge flocks were often described, but not "Before 
Euro-American occupation of the west." Ironically, Sage 
Grouse appear to have been most abundant in the late 1800's 
long after the "Euro-American occupation of the west" (see 
items i and ii, below). 

11.� Status Report Quote - "Accounts variously describe gigantic clouds of 
the birds so large they blocked out the sun, birds so thick that one 
could get dinner by hitting them with a stick " (Status Report, 
page 45). 

1.� Burnett 1905, one of the sources for the Status Report, contains 
the following observation by L. E. Burnett "Hail storms often 
kill large numbers when they strike the places of hiding. When 
their feathers are drenched with rain, the birds are often unable 
to rise, and at such times have been killed with a stick." 

111.� Status Report Quotes - " Bendire (1892) quoted field notes from 
George Bird Grinnell that the sheer numbers of sage grouse reminded 
him of the "oldtime flights ofpassenger pigeons" he had seen as a boy. 
After this reminisce, Grinnell continued, describing the sage grouse as 
so numerous that the transformed the entire valley into a "moving 
mass ofgray" (Bent 1932, p.309; Patterson 1952c)." (Status Report, 
page 45). 

1.� Patterson is quoting Bent (1932), who is quoting G.B. Grinnell, 
who made this observation in Bates Hole, south of Casper, 
Wyoming, in October, 1886. The date of this observation 
becomes clear when the entire quote is considered: 

a.� "In Western Wyoming the sage grouse packs in 
September and October. In October, 1886, when 
camped just below a high bluff on the border of Bates 
Hole, in Wyoming (south of Casper), I saw great 
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numbers of these birds just after sunrise flying over my 
camp to the little spring which oozed out of the bluff 
200 yards away. Looking up from the tent at the edge of 
the bluff above us, we could see project over it the 
heads ofhundreds of birds, and as those standing there 
took flight, others stepped forward to occupy their 
places. The number of grouse which flew over the 
camp reminded me of the old time flights of passenger 
pigeons that I used to see when a boy. Before long the 
narrow valley where the water was, was a moving mass 
of gray. I have no means what ever of estimating the 
number of birds which I saw, but there must have been 
thousands of them." (Patterson 1952). 

Other Historic Accounts 

There are other historic documents that, when considered collectively, indicate 
that Sage Grouse were scattered and difficult to find in many places during the early 
1800's, but that Sage Grouse populations increased dramatically, at least in some areas, 
in the late 1800's: 

1)	 Hudson Bay Company - Peter Skene Ogden (part of 1824 through 
part of 1829) and John Work (parts of 1830-1831): 

In the mid 1820's, the Hudson Bay Company sent Peter Skene Ogden on the first 
of several trapping expeditions through what is now the western United States. 
John Work later followed (Appendix C, Map 2). Most ofthejoumals from these 
expeditions have survived. The troops in these expeditions and the Indians that 
they met often struggled to survive. Some Indians groups, subsisting on insects, 
were debilitated to such an extent that on February 26, 1826, near present-day 
Boise, Idaho, Ogden observed "we have now seen upwards of 30 families and 
only three children among them so from this before many years not many will be 
living and ants and Locusts will again encrease." (Ogden 1824-1826, item m., 
below). The following are excerpts from these Journals: 

a.	 "Trapping parties such as these had many elements to prevent them becoming 
monotonous. There was always the possible loss of horses, with accompanying 
inconveniences. One had to have a care not to stray too far from the group to 
prevent an Indian haircut more lasting than any modem permanent wave. Their 
food depended on their ability to find and kill the elk, deer, buffalo, partridge, 
pidgeons or duck. Their game was just as shy and their chase just as exciting as 
today; the difference was that their failure in the chase meant hunger, and they 
record as many as four consecutive days without food." (introduction to 
OgdenI824-1826, page lxxiv). 

b.	 "Monday 2nd - Early this day we Started our route was over a hilly Country & 
our progress very Slow for it was late ere we reached the river it certainly makes a 
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great bend here for had the rocks permitted our following it we should have been 
two days in Coming round we Crossed over the River & encamped. Dis. 10 
miles. Course south & South west. Our hunt this day amolmts to 74 Beavers & a 
Pelican also taken in the traps it was rather a Strange Sight to us all to see one of 
the latter in these remote quarters for in fact with the exception of a few Bustards, 
we have so far not seen Birds or Fowls of any kind Save & except Ravens & 
crows in abundance & as for insects we have no Cause to Complain Fleas Wood 
lice Spiders & crickets by the millions." (5/2/1825, Ogdenl0nlinel824, near 
present-day McCammon, ID). 

c. "Thursday 9th June. -- Raised Camp early & followed the banks of the River 
Course North East & encamped the Country level but Covered with worm Wood 
& not a Buffalo to be Seen many Complaints of Starvation in the Camp. 3 Beaver 
this day distance 15 miles." (6/9/1825, OgdenI824-1826, page 58, near present­
day McCammon, ID) 

d. "...... If we do not soon find animals we shall surely starve...... Did not see the 
trace of an animal and as the cold increases, I feel very uneasy regarding food. As 
the beavers do not lay up a stock of provisions for the winter, as is the case in cold 
countries, I hope the cold spell will soon pass; other wise how can they exist, as 
we well know without food we cannot." (12/22/1825, Ogden20nlinel825, near 
present-day Dayville, OR) 

e. "...... Cold increases; prospects gloomy; not 20 lbs. of food remain in the camp, 
and nearly all our traps out of water." (12/25/1825, Ogden20nline1825, near 
present-day Dayville, OR) 

f. " I am in a manner prepared for them at the same time can afford them no 
relief it will alone depend on the success of our hunters and the resources of the 
Country if any, if we escape starvation and from the poverty ofthe Country so far 
as we can judge from appearances we carmot entertain great hopes of escaping 
may God preserve us. to day 4 Beaver" (12/27/1825, OgdenI824-1826, page 108, 
near present-day Dayville, OR) 

g. "...... One of the freemen, being 3 days without food, killed one ofhis horses. 
This example will soon be followed by others ....... Two hunters returned, but 
with no success....... Gave the men half rations for tomorrow, which will be 
devoured tonight, as three fourths of the party have been two days without food." 
(12/31/1825, Ogden20nline1825, near present-day Dayville, OR) 

h. "...... Another horse killed for food......." (1/3/1826, Ogden20nlinel825, near 
present-day John Day, OR) 

1. " 9 Beaver 2 Horses Killed this day seeing our horses fall in this way makes 
me wretched for I know full well in the Spring we will require them all indeed 
many of the men are at present poorly supplied two of the men who have been 
absent these three days arrived Starving they did not take on one Beaver or see the 
track of a Deer." (1/10/1826, OgdenI824-1826, page 113, near present-day John 
Day, OR) 

J.	 "...... 12 colts killed for food...... " (1/12/1826, Ogden20nlinel825, near present­
day Prairie City, OR) 

k.	 "...... Many in the Camp are Starving and have been so more or less for some 
time past indeed as far as it concerns my mess we have been for the last ten days 
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with only one meal every two days still I am determined the Company's horses 
shall not fall.. .... " (1/28/1826, OgdenI824-1826, page 120, near present-day 
Prairie City, OR) 

1.	 "The cold last night very severe and this River nearly frozen over another night of 
cold equal to the last will complete it and our prospects gloomy we must continue 
to Starve altho we can at present little afford it being now all reduced to Skin and 
bones and more beggarly wretched looking beings I defy the world to produce, .. 
.. .." "Three Snake Indians paid us visit they came empty handed and returned in 
the same way they complaind of Starvation and from their appearance I could 
well believe it but unfortunately they applied to a wrong quarter for assistance 
however it was some consolation to me to find we are not alone that Starve, " 
(2/16/1826, OgdenI824-1826, page 128, near present-day Payette, ID) 

m. " on our travels this day we saw a Snake Indian and as it so happened his hut 
being near the Road curiosity induced me to enter I had often heard these 
wretches subsisted on ants, Locusts and small fish in size not larger than minnies 
and I was determined to find out if it was not an exaggeration of late travellers, 
but to my suprise I found it was the case, for in one of their Dishes not of small 
size was filled with ants and on enquiring in what manner they collected them in 
the morning early before the thaw commences the Locusts they collect in summer 
and store up for their winter, in eating they give the preference to the former being 
oily and the latter not, on this food if such it may be called these poor wretches 
drag out an existance for nearly four months in the Year, they however so far as 
we can judge from appearances live contented and happy and this is all they 
require, it appeared rather strange and the only reason I can give for it is from the 
poverty of their food on which they subsist that few or no children are to be seen 
among them, we have now seen upwards of 30 families and only three children 
among them so from this before many years not many will be living and ants and 
Locusts will again encrease." (2/26/1826, Ogden1824-1826, page 133, near 
present-day Boise, ID) 

n. "My men four days without food." (3/11/1826, Ogden20nline1825, near present­
day Twin Falls, ID) 

o. " her people (Snake Indians) were reduced for want of food to subsist on the 
bodies of relations and children. She herself had not killed anyone but had fed on 
two of her own children who died thro' weakness. Unfortunate creatures what 
privations you are doomed to endure; what an example for us at present reduced 
to one meal a day, how loudly and grievously we complain; when I consider the 
Snake sufferings compared to our own! " 11/3/1826, (Ogden30nlineI826, 
near present-day Burns, OR) 

p. "Should we not find beaver soon, starvation will make its appearance. We have 
only 2 mos. more but they are the most to be dreaded in the mountains. I wish 
they were past and our horses escaped from the kettle. Some already complain of 
scarcity of food; but fortunately our camp contains many sick and while they 
remain so, will be the means of destroying less food " 2/25/1827, 
(Ogden30nlineI826, near present-day Klamath Falls, OR) 

q. " He (the Chief) infornled me a number of Indians had not a horse, were 
starving and if we did not strictly watch ours, they would be continually taking 
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the loan of them for hunting " 12/1/1827, (Ogden1827-1829, page 30, near 
present-day Pocatello, Idaho) 

r. " Two of the hunters killed three buffalo, and had some difficulty in securing 
a part from the starving Snakes, who are as ravenous as the wolves, equally 
numerous and scattered in all directions in the plains in search of food. 12/6/1827, 
(Ogden1827-1829, page 32, near present-day Pocatello, Idaho) 

s. " The Americans are starving on Bear River according to report, no buffalo 
in that quarter, they are reduced to eat horses and dogs " 1/23/1828, 
(Ogden40nline1827, near present-day McCammon, ID) 

1. " ...... Three of the hunters who started on the 13th instant arrived, but to retain 
one for themselves were obliged to give the remainder, of seven buffalo to the 
starving Snakes. They report them to be in a most distressed state for want of 
food......." 2/15/1828, (Ogden1827-1829, page 62, near present-day Pocatello, 
Idaho) 

u. " Independent of this, we are now nearly destitute of food, and should 
we not soon find beaver, many more will soon fall." 11/6/1828, (Ogden1827­
1829, page 106, near present-day Winnemucca, NV) 

v. "...... We are in a critical situation, our horses are starving and our stock of 
provisions low, granting we may hasten the death of our sick man, we have no 
other alternative left. I am in regard to him unpleasantly situated " 
12/4/1828, (Ogden1827-1829, page 112, near present-day Carlin, NY) 

w. "...... We could only procure one dog to add to our provisions; these poor 
creatures were men, women and children with the exception of small hare skin 
blankets entirely naked. Here wood is in abundance (cedar trees) but their stock 
of provisions appears to be the reverse ofplentiful, and consists of grass which 
our horses can ill spare them and a few pheasants and hares which are scattered 
sparingly on the hills we crossed over. " 12/16/1828, (OgdenI827-l829, 
page 115, near present-day Elko, NV) 

x. " He informed us he had seen an Indian who reported buffalo, not far off. I 
trust this is true, as we are wretched reduced to skin and bone. Hunters killed 3 
antelope. This will assist, tho' poor food at this season, but far preferable to horse 
flesh that die of disease." 12/26/1828, (Ogden50nline1828, near present-day Salt 
Lake, UT) 

y. "With my consent 8 men started in advance in quest of food, the party having 
been thee days without food ...... it is a barren country destitute of everything.... 
.. " 12/28/1828, (Ogden50nlineI828, near present-day Salt Lake, UT) 

z. " We have now no other alternative but to cross over [to] the waters of Bears 
River and if there be no Americans in that quarter, as all the Indians agree in 
saying there are none, I shall certainly be surprised if we do not find buffalo there. 
In any other direction I am at loss where to go, as on the lower part of this river 
the Snake camp is and from all accounts starving, and our situation is similar." 
1/12/1829, (Ogden1827-1829, page 124, near present-day Malad, ID) 
"aa. These poor wretches were going on the plains, to many it will appear 
almost incredible that human beings can live on grass, but it is a fact, this now the 
fourth time in different places that I have seen them. What will be the reward of 
these poor wretches in the next world I cannot pretend to say, but surely they 
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cannot be in a more wretched state than in this. In regard to their food one 
advantage they have in having abundance; it would require I presume many years 
to reconcile my trappers to such food." About 6/7/1829, (Ogden1827-1829, page 
157, near present-day Winnemucca, NV) 

bb. "Left Sickly river and struck across the plain along the foot of the Mountains 
N.N.E. about 16 Miles to a small river which bears the name of Bercier " " 
.... We are induced to prefer the latter as being more level and easier for the 
horses, and as we maya little sooner find buffaloe so that we may get some 
provisions which is much wanted, as several of the people are entirely out of 
food." 10/12/1830, (Work1830-1831, page 31, near present-day Silver Creek, ID) 

cc.	 " An Indian arrived from Raft river, he represents the snow as being deeper 
there than even here, and that though there are some buffaloe, the Indians are 
starving as their horses are not able to catch them." 2/6/1831, (Work1830-1831, 
page 74, somewhere near the Raft River) 

dd. "...... By missing the opportunity of collecting a little provisions now the people 
would be obliged to eat several of their horses before reaching the fort, as animals 
of any kind are very scarce. -- Beaver were taken." 5/7/1831, (Work1830-1831, 
page 107, near present-day Malta, ID) 

ee.	 "...... Some Antelopes are seen in the Plains but no appearance of any other 
Animals." 5/21/1831, (Work1830-1831, page 114, near present-day Shafter, UT) 

ff.	 "...... Some of the people were out hunting. F. Payette & L. Kanotte killed each 
an Antelope, these are the only Animals to be seen here, and they are so shy that it 
is difficult to kill any of them. Several of the people are getting short of 
provisions, and not finding beaver here as was expected is discouraging the 
people." 5/25/1831, (Work1830-1831, page 117, near present-day Deeth, NV) 

gg. " Some people were hunting Antelopes, which are the only animals to be 
seen here, but only one was killed." 5/27/1831, (Work1830-1831, page 118, near 
present-day Charleston, NV) 

hh. "...... This country has a bare appearance. Not an animal except a chance 
antelope to be seen." 5/31/1831, (Work1830-1831, page 119, near present-day 
Charleston, NV) 

11.	 " ...... Several of the people were out hunting but with little success which I regret 
as provisions are getting very scarce in the camp. Not an animal to be seen but 
Antelopes and but few of them and even these are so shy that it is difficult to 
approach them. There are some cranes in the valley, but almost as difficult to be 
got as Antelopes. 6/2/1831, (Work1830-1831, page 121, near present-day 
Charleston, NV) 

JJ.	 " ...... This seems to be a miserably poor country not even an antelope to be seen 
in the plains. The tracks of some sheep are to be seen in the Mountains but they 
are so shy there is no approaching them" 6/5/1831, (Work1830-1831, page 123, 
near present-day Tuscarora, NV) 

kk. "...... As the people's last reliance was upon the few beaver which they expected 
to take in it, in order to make up their hunt but more particularly for food. The 
most of them are becoming very scarce of provisions and they have now no other 
resource but to kill horses." "...... A few wild fowl were killed, of which there are 
a good many in the swamp." 6/17/1831, (Work1830-1831, page 126, near 
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present-day Carlin, NV) 
11.	 " The best hunters were out but as usual did not see a single animal of any 

sort. One of the men P. Bernie was under the necessity of killing one of his 
horses to eat. Thus are the people in this miserably poor country obliged to kill 
and feed upon those useful animals the companions of their labours. We passed a 
small Indian camp, but the poor frightened wretches fled on our approach and 
concealed themselves among the wormwood...... " 6/25/1831, (Work1830-1831, 
page 130, near present-day Beowawe, NV) 

mm. "....., The hunters killed nothing today. J. Despard killed one of his 
horses." 7/1/1831, (WorkI830-1831, page 132, near present-day Malheur Lake, 
OR) 

nn. "...... The hunters were out but without success. There are a number of wildfowl 
in the lake but they are so shy they cannot be approached." 712/1831, 
(WorkI830-1831, page 132, near present-day Malheur Lake, OR) 

00. " ...... In the morning one of the men arrived with a load of young herons. He 
found a place where they are very numerous. Some more ofthe people who 
we[re] short of food immediately went to get a supply. These birds are very fat, 
some of the people say that [they] are scarcely eatable. Some people went off to 
hunt & have not yet returned." 7/6/1831, (WorkI830-1831, page 133, near 
present-day Malheur Lake, OR) 

pp. "	 We with difficulty obtained a few salmon from the, perhaps enough to give 
all hands a meal. They are taking but very few salmon and complain of being 
hungry themselves. No roots can be obtained from them, but some of the men 
traded two or three dogs, but even the few of these animals they have are very 
lean always a sign of a scarcity of food among Indians......." 7/12/1831, 
(WorkI830-1831, page 135, near present-day Daysville, OR) 

These "Early Accounts" differ dramatically from those later in the 1800's, long after the 
period of "Settlement and Degradation" had begun. By about 1870, it appears Sage 
Grouse became "quite numerous" in some places, although they remained scarce in 
others: 

2)	 Observations in the late 1800's, from the records of the United States 
Geologic Survey (formerly the Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army), their 
contemporaries and/or successors: 

a.	 "...... We found sage-hens quite numerous in the Salt Lake Basin, thence 
northward to Henry's Lake, also in the Teton Basin and on Snake River, east of 
the Teton Range." (Hayden 1872) 

b.	 " As far up the Missouri as I have been (to the vicnity of Fort Stevinson, 150 
miles below the mouth of the Yellowstone), I have failed to note any indication of 
the bird's presence.. " .. " (CouesI874, page 402) 

c.	 "...... The only indications I have met with are those given by Drs. Cooper and 
Suckley. The former mentions the Spokane plains, in the Washington Territory, 
as a locality north of which none were seen, "the country being, apparently too 
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woody for them. On those plains they were common, for though level, the 
surface is dry, sterile, and elevated near 1,000 feet above the sea. Dr. Suckley 
writes that they are found on the sage barrens of the Yakima and Simcoe Valleys, 
in Washington Territory, about latitude 46 degrees and 47 degrees north." He also 
speaks of shooting it on the Milk River, Montana, about 200 miles west of Fort 
Union, the most northeastern point at present on record to my knowledge n 

(Coues1874, page 402) 
d.	 " The Sage Cock is a good skulker and runner, and not easily flushed ifit can 

hide. It gets up heavily, like the Wild Turkey, laboring hard with the wings until 
a proper height is reached and speed is obtained, when it sails rapidly away, and, 
if alarmed, often goes from half a mile to a mile before dropping II 

(Coues1874, page 404) 
e. " The packs are smaller than any other variety of Grouse, rarely exceeding 

ten. They never alight upon trees, and, indeed, I have never seen them among 
timber. " (CouesI874, page 404) 

f. " The mountain deserts constitute their home. I have met them in the 
Laramie plains, on the upper waters of the North Platte, on Sweetwater River, on 
the head waters of the Green River (the Colorado of the West), on Lewis' Fork of 
the Columbia, and on Wind River, but nowhere so numerous as on the latter 
stream and its tributaries, where scores would be often seen in a mile's ride " 
(CouesI874, page 404) 

g. " The Sage Hen is very numerous throughout Utah; its predilection, as its 
name implies, being for the open, barren plains of Artemisia; and where ever this 
plant exists in abundance, whether on the extensive stretches of open plain on the 
lowlands, entirely barren but for the growth of this shrub, or in the valleys high up 
among the mountains, this bird will not be looked for in vain.. In the fall it is 
gregarious to some extent; straggling companies of twelve or fifteen not being 
rare in a neighborhood which is well adapted to its wants When compelled to 
take wing, they do so in a rather clumsy manner; but, once under way, their flight 
is very strong and even, performed with alternate flappings and sailing The 
few I dissected in Utah had nothing in their stomachs but a mass ofhalf digested 
leaves of the Artemisia " (Wheeler1875, page 437) 

h. "...... On Box Elder Creek, where we remained in camp for several days late in 
July, they were extremely numerous When seen during the summer, the birds 
were, of course, in families; but on our return march in September, they had 
commenced collecting together, and packs of from thirty to fifty individuals were 
several times seen " (Ludlow 1876, page 85) 

1. " Numerous as it is this species in many portions of the Rocky Mountain 
region, it appears to be even more abundant in the sterile tracts that lie just east of 
the Sierra Nevada and Cascade Ranges Somewhat to the north of here it 
begins to be very numerous and in certain localities, as near old Camp Warner, 
Oregon, its numbers are simply astonishing. A day's ride through this section in 
almost any direction will reveal band after band, many containing numerous 
individuals The little valleys intervening contain occasional springs, which 
with the surrounding plats of green verdure form little oases, and these are the 
centers around which congregate, at least thrice a day, all the sage hens within a 
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considerable area. When making the usual nights camp we have often started up 
fifty or more ofthese big grouse almost within stone's throw ofthe solitary pool 
of water. ....." (Wheeler 1879, page 316) 

J.	 "In Western Wyoming the sage grouse packs in September and October. In 
October, 1886, when camped just below a high bluff on the border of Bates Hole, 
in Wyoming (south of Casper), I saw great numbers of these birds just after 
sunrise flying over my camp to the little spring which oozed out of the bluff 200 
yards away. Looking up from the tent at the edge of the bluff above us, we could 
see project over it the heads of hundreds of birds, and as those standing there took 
flight, others stepped forward to occupy their places. The number of grouse 
which flew over the camp reminded me of the old time flights of passenger 
pigeons that I used to see when a boy. Before long the narrow valley where the 
water was, was a moving mass of gray. I have no means what ever of estimating 
the number of birds which I saw, but there must have been thousands of them.." 
(George Bird Grinnell 1886, according to Pattersonl952, page 19, near present­
day Casper, WY) 

By the early 1900's, Sage Grouse populations began to decline. Several factors were 
recognized, including disease and predation. In the early 1950's, Wyoming apparently 
succeeded in a Sage Grouse restoration effort: 

3) Twentieth century observations and restoration efforts: 

a.	 "Post-mortem examinations were conducted on a large number of sage grouse, 
either found dead or collected for scientific purposes. Considerable data on the 
occurrence of disease-producing organisms and their pathogenicity were 
presented. In order to determine the causes of sage grouse nest destruction in 
Colorado, traps were erected around dummy nests, poisoned eggs were placed in 
artificial nests, and hair samples were collected from bushes in the vicinity of 
destroyed nests. In this manner, badgers were determined to be the key predator 
on sage grouse nests." 1941, (PattersonI952, page 25, near present-day NW 
Colorado) 

b.	 "Predation and disease were ranked as factors causing the cyclic trends 
encountered in Oregon sage grouse populations. Recommended management 
practices included intensive predator control, continued protection, co-operation 
with land management agencies, and water development on antelope ranges ­
1946, (PattersonI952, page 26, near present-day Baker County, OR) 

c.	 "Analyses of reports from game departments of the various western states indicate 
that sage grouse populations have now increased to levels considerably higher 
than existed ten to fifteen years ago. This has been substantiated by investigations 
just completed in Wyoming. Within the past fifteen years, the sage grouse has 
responded to protection and improved management of range resources by both 
state and federal land management agencies, and once again has attained a 
position of prominence as a game bird in the West." 1952, (PattersonI952, page 
28) 
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Conclusion 

In sum, there are instances of Sage Grouse sightings from the early 1800' s, but 
none on the scale that is indicated by the Status Report. The Status Report accomplishes 
this misrepresentation in two ways: 1) Multiple Lewis and Clark sightings of Sharp­
tailed Grouse (and/or "prairie chickens") are reported in the Status Report as ifthey were 
Sage Grouse sightings; and 2) many observations from the late 1800's, after the Sage 
Grouse population had grown substantially, are included in the Status Report in the 
section entitled "Early Observations" as if they were from the Lewis and Clark era. 

A more careful analysis of the historic record, eliminating false Sage Grouse 
sightings and putting historic observations within their actual historic time frame, 
discloses an interesting phenomenon. It appears Sage Grouse were present in the early 
1800's, in some places even plentiful, but generally scattered and difficult to find 
throughout much of the West, not unlike the populations that exist today. In some places, 
Sage Grouse populations practically exploded in the late 1800's.. In one place, near Old 
Camp Warner, Oregon, observers reported Sage Grouse populations of "astonishing" 
levels (Wheeler 1879). 

There are other examples from the late 1800' s of local Sage Grouse populations 
being profuse. Many of these observations are cited in the Status Report, although 
incorrectly reported to be from the early 1800's (Grinnell 1886, and others). In the 
1900's, it appears Sage Grouse populations began to recede to the levels we see today. 
Today, it appears Sage Grouse are present and easy to locate in some places, but scattered 
and difficult to find in many other places, not at all unlike the preponderance of 
the historic accounts from the early 1800's. 
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Appendix A
 

Three step Process for Gathering, Classifj;ing, and Interpreting Historic Information 

Step 1: Gathering information. 

Gathering information involves finding, reviewing, and cataloging historic data 
from various sources including Public Records such as County Records (primarily 
the Recorder, Assessor, and Tax Collector), Federal Records (General Land 
Office (GLO) and Cadastral Survey Records, Land Entry Records, Census 
Records, Maps, Publications, and federal agency reports, resources and 
correspondence), Library Records (books, map collections and newspapers), 
Private Records (such as Title Company Reports and Abstracts, private letters, 
maps, documents and photographs). 

Step 2: Classifying gathered information. 

Classifying information is the mechanical process of ranking each piece of 
information on a Classification Chart (this Appendix, page 2). Initial 
classifications are reclassified as needed depending on whether each piece of 
information is corroborated or rebutted by other information. In other words, 
information is moved up the Chart through corroboration, down the Chart through 
rebuttal. Information that does not survive this step with a classification of 
neutral or better is not carried forward to Step 3, i.e. is not relied upon to make 
any detem1ination(s). 

Step 3: Interpreting information. 

Information that can be classified as neutral or better, after rebuttal, can be used to 
make determination(s). In an objective review, the information will generally 
"preponder" in favor of one side of an issue or the other. The resulting 
determination, based on the evidence of the highest quality (sometimes, 
considered to have the most "weight"), will be based on the "preponderance of the 
evidence." 
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INFORMATION CLASSIFICATION CHART 

Hi,!h Quality Information 

High quality infonnation is presumed to be correct until
 
it is rebutted. It includes Official Records, like County Recorded Documents,
 

Government Land Records, Contemporaneous Eyewitness Accounts (sworn), Ordinary
 

infonnation that can be independently corroborated, in field data collection, and
 

repeatable observations. Ideally, decisions should be based on High Quality Infonnation.
 

"Ordinary" Information 

Ordinary Infonnation can be converted to High Quality Infonnation
 
through corroboration. It is often used in decision making as the best available evidence.
 

It includes Contemporaneous Reports, Infonned Conjecture, Contemporaneous
 
Newspaper Accounts, Contemporaneous Eyewitness Accounts (not sworn), and Neutral
 

Infonnation that can be independently corroborated.
 

Neutral Information 

Neutral Infonnation is useful as Leads for research. It is
 
sometimes used for decision making in the absence of higher quality information. It
 

includes Non-Contemporaneous Reports, Promotional or "Puff' Accounts even though
 
Contemporary, Hearsay, Conjecture, and Corroborable portions of otherwise Incomplete
 

Accounts.
 

Unreliable Information 

Unreliable Infonnation is generally not considered for
 
decision making. It includes Accounts rebutted by higher level infonnation,
 

Accounts that contain discernible errors in facts, Accounts that contain significant
 

conflicting infonnation, Promotional or "Puff' accounts, and
 

Incomplete portions of otherwise complete accounts.
 

False Information 

False Infonnation is not considered for decision making. It is useful, in that its 
existence casts aspersions on its source. It includes Accounts that are grossly or 

deliberately misleading, and False Witness. 
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Appendix B - Bibliography 

Title Author Year Bibliography Code 
Multiple Govt 

The Oregon Trail Agencies 2004 AmericanWest2004 

Birds Of Colorado Bailey, Alfred M. 1965 Bailey1965 

Historical Atlas Of The American West Beck, Warren A. 1989 Beck1989 

The Condor Burnett, L. E. 1905 Burnett1905 
Birds of The Northwest - A Handbook of the Orinthology Of The Region, 
Drained By The Missouri River and Its Tributaries Coues, Elliot 1874 Coues1874 

Lewis and Clark's Expedition Vol. I Coues, Elliot 1893 Coues1893V1 

Lewis and Clark's Expedition Vol. II Coues, Elliot 1893 Coues1893V2 

Lewis and Clark's Expedition Vol. III Coues, Elliot 1893 Coues1893V3 

Trails West -- Markers of the California Trail Trails West, Inc. 2004 EmigrantTrails2004 

Patrick Gass MacGregor, Carol L 1997 Gass1997 
Goetzmann, 

Exploration and Empire WilliamH. 1966 Goetzmann1966 

Birds of North America - Western Region Alsop, Fred J. 2001 Greenberg2001 

All The Birds Of North America Griggs, Jack L. 1997 Griggs1997 

The Lewis And Clark Expedition Lewis, Meriwether 1961 HannaGoetzmann1961 

America's Western Frontiers Hawgood, John A. 1967 Hawgood1967 

Sixth Annual Report of the USGS of The Territories Of MT,ID,WY,UT Hayden, FV 1873 Hayden1873 
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Title 

Save The Sage Grouse From Extinction 

Letters Of The Lewis and Clark Expedition 

Report Of The Geological Exploration Of The 40th Parallel 
MAPS Showing Explorers' Routes, Trails & Early Roads In The United 
States 

The New Encyclopedia Of The American West 
Report Of A Reconnaissance From Carrol, Montana Territory, On The 
Upper Missouri, To The Yellowstone National Park And Return 
National Audubon Society Field Guide To North American Birds ­
Western Region 

The Journals of Lewis & Clark
 
The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition 4/25/1804 to 4/611805 Vol.
 
3
 
The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition 4/7/1805 to 7/27/1805 Vol.
 
4
 
The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition 7/28/1805 to 11/1/1805
 
Vol. 5
 
The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition 11/2/1805 to 3122/1806
 
Vol. 6
 

The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition Ordway & Floyd Vol. 9
 

The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition Patrick Gass Vol. 10
 
The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition Joseph Whitehouse Vol.
 
11
 

National OregonlCalifornia Trial Center 

Peter Skene Ogden's Snake Country Journals 1824-25&1825-26 

Peter Skene Ogden's Snake Country Journals 1827-28&1828-29 

Bibliography Code 

Hornaday1916 

Jackson1962 

King1867 

Ladd1962 

Lamar1998 

Ludlow1876
 

Miklos1994
 

Montana2004
 

Moulton1987Vol3
 

Moulton1987Vol4
 

Moulton1988Vol5
 

MouIton 1990Vol6
 

Moulton 1995Vol9
 

Moulton 1996Vol1 0
 

Moulton 1997Vol11
 

NatOreCaiTrail2004
 

Ogden 1824-1826
 

Ogden 1827-1829
 

Author 
Hornaday, William 
T. 

King, Clarence 

Ladd, Richard, S. 

Lamar, Howard R. 

Ludlow, William 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Ordway, John 

Patrick Gass 
Whitehouse, 
Joseph 
National OregonlCalifornia
 
Trial Center, Inc.
 

Ogden, Peter S. 1950
 

Ogden, Peter S. 1971
 

Year 

1916
 

1962
 

1867
 

1962
 

1998
 

1876
 

1994
 

2004
 

1987
 

1987
 

1988
 

1990
 

1995
 

1996
 

1997
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Title 

Traits of American-Indian Life and Character 

Peter Skene Ogden's Snake Country Journals 1824-1825 

Peter Skene Ogden's Snake Country Journals 1825-1826 

Peter Skene Ogden's Snake Country Journals 1826-1827 

Peter Skene Ogden's Snake Country Journals 1827-1828 

Peter Skene Ogden's Snake Country Journals 1828-1829 

Map Showing Snake Country Expeditions: 1824-25&1825-26 

Map Showing Snake Country Expeditions:1827-28&1828-29 

The Sage Grouse In Wyoming 

PBS Website:Lewis & Clark: The Journey Of The Corps of Discovery 

Gold Rush Diary 

American Moves West 

Original Journals Of The Lewis And Clark Expedition Vol. I 

Original Journals Of The Lewis And Clark Expedition Vol. III 

Original Journals Of The Lewis And Clark Expedition Vol. VI 

Original Journals Of The Lewis And Clark Expedition Vol. VII 

Original Journals Of The Lewis And Clark Expedition Vol. VIII 

Route Of The Lewis and Clark Expedition (A Map) (In Vol. VIII) 

Author
 

Ogden, Peter S.
 

Ogden, Peter S.
 

Ogden, Peter S.
 

Ogden, Peter S.
 

Ogden, Peter S.
 

Ogden, Peter S.
 

Shane, Ralph M.
 

Patterson, Robert 
L. 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Perkins, Elisha D. 

Riegel, Robert E. 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Lewis, Meriwether 

Year 

1853 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827" 

1828 

1950 

1971 

1952 

2004 

1967 

1971 

1904 

1904 

1904 

1904 

1904 

1904 

Bibliography Code 

Ogden1853 

Ogden10nline1824 

Ogden20nline1825 

Ogden30nline1826 

Ogden40nline1827 

Ogden50nline1828 

Ogden Map1824-1826 

OgdenMap1827-1829 

Patterson 1952 

PBS2004 

Perkins1967 

Rigel1971 

Thwaites1904V1 

Thwaites 1904V3 

Thwaites 1904V6 

Thwaites1904V7 

Thwaites1904V8 

ThwaitesMAP1905V8 
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Strategic Management Plan For Sage-Grouse 2002 

Utah Sensitive Species List 2003 
Report Upon USGS Explorations and Surveys West Of The 100th 
Meridian 
Annual Report: Appendix NN: USGS Surveys of the Territory of the 
unted States West of the 100th Meridian, the States of California, 
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada, Oregon, Texas, Arizona, Idaho, 
Montana, New Mexico, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming 
Annual Report - Appendix 00 - Sub Appendix L - USGS Surveys of the 
Territory Of The United States West Of the 100th Meridian, In The States 
and Territories of California, Colorado, Arizona, Idaho, Montana, 
NewMexico, utah, Washington, and Wyoming. 

The Snake Country Expediton of 1830-1831 John Work's Field Journal 

The Report On The 1968 Western States Sage Grouse Questinnaire 

Western States Sage Grouse Questionnaire 

Wyoming Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Plan 

The Sage Hen In Washington State 

End Of The Oregon Trail: http: 

Author 

State Of Utah 

State Of Utah 
Wheeler, George 
M. 

Wheeler, George 
M. 

Wheeler, George 
M. 

Work, John 

N/A 

N/A 

State Of Wyoming 

Yocum, Charles F. 
Oregon Trail 
Foundation 

Year 

2002 

2003 

1874 

1878 

1879 

1971 

1968 

1977 

2003 

1956 

2004 

Bibliography Code 

UtahPlan2002 

UtahSens itive2003 

Wheeler1875 

Wheeler1878NN 

Wheeler187900-L 

Work1830-1831 

WStatesQuest1968 

WStatesQuest1977 

WyoPlan2003 

Yocum1956 

OregonTrail2004 
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