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During the years I spent working as a cowboy and ranch hand, I saw no evidence
whatsoever that the sage grouse population was adversely affected by cattle grazing, or
ranching activities in general. My observation was quite the contrary. Sage grouse thrived
in the cultivated fields, particularly alfalfa, which was there due to ranching activity, not
by nature. I never saw one sage grouse nest which had been disturbed by cattle. The sage
grouse were also helped by the fact that most ranchers shot coyotes whenever possible.

Another way in which the sage grouse population, as well as other wild bird and animal
populations are helped by ranching is in the development of water resources. Prior to the
development of water resources by ranchers, there was not much water available for
wildlife in many arid areas of the west, the habitat of the sage grouse. Once water had
been provided for the cattle, it was also available for all other birds and animals in the
area.

During the early 1900s, my grandfather constructed several large dams on Blue Creek
and Payne Creek, and my father enlarged them during the 1950s. Prior to the building of
these dams, once the runoff of the snowmelt in the spring was complete, the valleys dried
up, and water was in short supply. After the dams were built, there was never again a lack
of water for the livestock or the wildlife. On the Blue Creek side of the valley were
approximately 4000 acres of wild hay meadows. The stored water provided by the dams
allowed for flood irrigation of this area to a depth of at least one foot, and more in some
places. Each year, this vast flooded area provided nesting grounds for thousands of ducks
and geese. A flock of about 500 Canada geese lived on the ranch year round, obviously
attracted by the abundant water and extensive fields of wheat, oats, and barley. This
wonderful habitat, like the alfalfa fields, did not exist prior to the efforts of my
grandfather and father. It was not created specifically as wildlife habitat, but was every
bit as good for the wild birds and animals as it was for the domestic animals. We very
much enjoyed our wildlife companions. The dams constructed by my family have also
become popular fishing spots in recent years.

In addition to the large dams, many small water storage facilities have been constructed
by ranchers in order to provide water for their livestock throughout the west. A visit to
nearly any of these watering holes will show who the users are. In addition to the tracks
of livestock will be found the tracks of deer, antelope, elk, raccoon, birds of all kinds, and
whatever predators inhabit the area.

In summary, I feel that the sage grouse population, as well as the wildlife population of
the west in general, has been aided, and not harmed by cattle grazing and agricultural
activities in general.
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