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The deer were a product of the livestock industry. There wasn’t a lot of feed in this country when
it was first settled. Livestock improved the range. Sheep did the most good. They eat the weeds
and brush - and as a result there is more grass. Cattle help to, but it was the sheep that did the
most good. When they used to trail sheep through the country twice a year, that was when the
country was the most productive.

Of course, predator control also played an important role. Predator control got to be a big thing
in the 1930's. For a while there, they were hiring trappers as a way of putting people to work. It
was part of the work program that was put in place after the depression. There were people

trapping on every mountain range in the state. They put bounties on lions and bobcats. It got to
where if you saw a coyote it was a rare thing. That’s when we had the most game in the country.

Now its just the opposite. For thirty years now, the government has been discouraging predator
control in every way they can. The effects have been obvious. Deer and sagegrouse numbers
have been steadily declining for nearly thirty years now. It’s a matter of record. When livestock
were at their peek - when predator control was at a peek - when government was being held in
check - that was when we had the most wildlife. It’s the management that we have that is the
problem. Get rid of the management we now have and it wouldn’t be long until we’d have the
kind of game that we had back in the 1940's 50's and 60's.




