
mostly political as near as I could tell. And that's the difference 
between them and a person like Cliff Gardner. Cliff is honest. He 
doesn't have a political agenda except for the fact that he loves the 
country, he loves the ranching community and he loves wildlife. 

In my estimation, in these areas mentioned, Cliff Gardner has 
more knowledge than anyone I know. No one has put more time into the 
study of the history and settlement of this region than he has. Nor 
has anyone assembled or collected as much scientific information in 
this regard as he has. Cliff Gardner has the reputation of being one 
of the best range managers in Elko County. 

Cliff Gardner did not hurt the range by putting his cattle out ­
he helped it. Anyone who bas studied and has any knowledge at all of 
the history of this region knows that the country was improved by 
livestock grazing. Its a proven fact that the lack of livestock 
grazing is far more damaging to the prOductivity of a rangeland than 
is overuse. Its the mind-set of these people that is the problem. 
rnstead of thinking in terms of improving the range through the 
management of livestock, the only thought by the agency people has 
been toward the removal of livestock from the rangelands. 

What the government has done to Cliff Gardner and the livestOck 
industry over the last twenty years is wrong. They set out years ago 
to remove most, if not all, of the livestock from the public lands and 
they have been successful. Not because the removal of livestock is 
beneficial - but simply because it has been their goal to do so. 

And look at the problems they have caused. Who do you think 
created all the meadows where the wildlife have been feeding for the 
last 100 or so years. When the small family ranchers are put out of 
busines~, nO one ever takes care of, or irrigates the lands the way 
the small family rancher did. And look at our wildlife - can anyone 
deny that wildlife increased in the West as livestock increased. And 
can anyone deny that as the livestock have been removed from the 
rangelands that the wildlife have also declined. And what of the 
wildfires that are now raging out of contro1_ Thousands and thousands 
of acres of wildlife habitat are now being destroyed each year because 
of excessive fuel buildup. People are losing their homes. The only 
thing that Cliff Gardner is guilty of is trying to protect his family. 
If anything, it shOUld be the government people that are prosecuted, 
if for nothing else, for placing the Gardner family in a situation 
where wildfire could overwhelm them and a life could be lost when 
trying to protect their homes and their property. ­

Respectfully submitted, 
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