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Before the colonization of North 
America, elk inhabited the forests, 
prairies and mountains of this continent 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and 
from Mexico to Central <:anada. As 
man moved West the elk disappeared 
from the regions being settled and by 
the late 1800s the only remnants of the 
original population were restricted to 
the Rocky Mountain Region and the 

-:-' Pacific Coast. With the realization of 
the plight of the elk, man's first attempt 
at saving the remaining elk population 
was through protection, and this was 
soon followed by introducing elk into 
fonner habitat or habitat that seemed 
favorable for the elk. The majority of 
the elk stock used for transplanting 
comes from Yello\Vstone National Park 
or Jackson Hole, Wyoming. In Yello\\,­
s~one National Park alone from 1892 
to 1931, a total of 5,210 elk were 
shipped to 36 states, the District of 
Columbia, Canada and Argentina. Due 
to the restocking program elk once 
again are found in much of their orig­

. inal range. 

THE HISTORY OF ELK IN 
EASTERN I'o."EVADA 

According to early distribution rec­
ords elk did not ·occupy Nevada in any 
considerable numbers. There are, how­
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ever, several early records indicating 
that elk did at one time exist t..'1 Nevada 
prior to introduction. J. D. Simpson, 
in search of a wagon route from Camp 
Floyd, Utah to Genoa, Nevada, re­
port~d seeing 2 elkin the Snake Range. 
This report was dated July 20, 1859. 
The second report was entered in the 
field diary of A. K. Fisher on June 
7-21, 1898, and states: "Elk occur in 
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the wild Bruneau Mountains. Last v,in­
ter I am told, seven were seen by cattle­
men,· and of these a small herd was· 
making inroads on a haystack from 
which they were driven only with great 
difficulty." Fisher's report referred to 
the area around Mountain City. Stephen 
Durrant, in his publication Mammals 
of Utah, indicates that the presence of . 
some elk in Nevada may be possible' .~:: 

nice mule deer he took in elk country. 
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