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NDO promises t pay� 
for en~ grazing damage� 

Representatives of Nevada Depart· 
ment of Wildlife promised yesterda~ 
that the agency will be "account­
able" for any loss of grazing land 
caused by elk. 

Speaking to a meeting of the l'\e­
vada Cattlemen's Association Private 
Lands and Environmental Manage­
ment Committee at Elko Convention 
Center, Gregg Tanner of NDOW's 
Reno office said, "We will be ac­
countable for any overutilization that 
elk cause." 

The department has the authority 
to compensate grazing permit hol­
ders for any loss of AUMs caused by 
elk, said Larry Gilbertson, NDOW 
supervising game biologist in Elko. 
"If you are reduced. bring your claim 
to us. we can pay for that." he said. 

But land management agencIes 
have not reduced anyone's AUMs in 
Nevada due to range damage caused 
by elk. Gilbertson said. 

However. committee member Bert 
Smith of Ruby Valley said elk take 
AUMs from ranchers. whether 
NDOW admits it or not. "The elk bus­
iness is an AUM theft," Sml h saId 
Because all available AUMs are ac­
counted for, bringing in elk means 
cattle and sheep have to be reduced 
to make room, he said. 

"Elk is the sacred cow of the 
sportsmen," Smith said. "We don't 
want any sportsmen mad." 

NDOW also reaffirmed its commit­
ment to keep elk out of the Ruby 
Mountains. Gilbertson said, because 
the emphasis in the Ruby is on mule 
deer. "It's thE.' largest d l' herd 111 
the state," h aid. 

Elk have b I 1 sho\\ 111~ up in th 
Ruby Mount' ·n.. Gilbertson con­
ceded, with the largest group spotted 
by helicopter so far containing 11 
animals. 

"Pioneering" elk in the Rtrby 
Mountains will continue to be con· 
trolled by hunting, Gilbertson said, 
and the agency will not object "if all 
the elk in the Rubies are shot." 

Pointing out that elk also are 
. howing up in the Independence 
Range, Gilbertson said, "One of the 
first steps is to go to the county game 
board and bring it up as an issue." 

An occasional sighting, however. is 
not the same as an established elk 
population in an area, Tanner said. 
"It's very frequent and normal for 
elk to be moving about," he said. 

NDOW has encouraged pioneering 
elk in the past, Gilbertson said, be­
cause "there's a tremendous de­
mand, of course, for more elk in the 
State of evada from the pUblic." 
Howe\'er, he said. he expects no 
more releases to be authorized in 
the state unless it is through a 
lengthy Coordinated Resource Man­
agement process, such as the one be­
ing conducted in White Pine and Lin­
coln counties. 

"It will be up to the local input," 
such as that obtained through the 
White PinelLincoln CRM process, to 
determine the number of elk that 
will be allowed in an area, Gilbert­
son said. 

"We don't want elk out there in 
sufficient numbers to cause range 
damage," he said. 

NDOW has always condemned 
damage to riparian areas caused by 
cattle grazing, Gilbertson said, "and 
we'd look pretty stupid if we said 

'now it's OK for elk to do that'." 
The White PineIL1I1coin CRM pro­

cess is coping with the largest elk 
herd in Nevada, Gilbertson said. 
more than 2,000 animals around Ely. 
NDOW already has increased the 
number of hunts in that area, he 
added, and will further increase 
them if the U.S. Bureau of Land Man­
agement reports elk are causing sig­
nificant range damage. 

"We'll be under the same stan­
dards and guidelines as everyone 
else," Gilbertson said. 

However, Assemblyman John Car­
penter charged that cattle grazing in 
the Ely area already has been re­
duced because of the large elk herd. 
"There's no question that the elk 
caused the removal of livestock down 
there," he said. 


