
n of aspen in areas protected is of a healthy :stand reproducing 
m game animals. Transgres­ itself in a state of relative stabili­

(plants in termedia te between ty. Stands of this type are almost 
canopy formers and seedlings) non-existent over much of the 
abundant, not hedged, and witho 0 range subject to winter elk use. 

~ i I I I i I Iii ii' ~  marred bark. Every indication 
~ a> '" I....­ '" a> DiscussionI

o 
h-,.;.. a> The degree of competition be­a> ally in excess of these limits al­

een cattle and game in the Gros though it varies with species, lo­
CO '"·1",'" ~ r- co <:: ntre is without doubt a dynamic ~dq::':rBtrL 

o 

o cation, and time. Browse plants... ... , lure subject to much variation . 
l'l are currently in poor condition......­

, '. co ...N ompetition existed in 1942 and - :'m':"O (Figure :i), and continued down­1.:':- 0-< ... ... continued in 1957-1960. Cur­·.:t~ ::> ward trend is to lJe expected under 
"~  I. .;' ~.  

Q) 
t utilization data indicate that the existing game population. The 

o ..... ~ ificant competition between 
() herbaceoLls vegetation in this area 

r/ two types of animals is limited is in fair or Jlossibly low-good con­
'" herbaceous forage where use'" :':'." .. dition. Currellt use of this forage 

I:jil""b"rl",j.;i:h.,r~ ~ ••• :' terns overlap. is excessive, and continued dowll­
Some 21,000 acres of rangeland ward trends in range condition ~ '. .::I~tL . ~<: .'" ~ 

~- ... the Gros Ventre have been set are to be expected. 
'" e for winter elk use by admin­ Heavy forage utilization by 

tive action of the U. S. For­ game extends onto the cattle al­
co o Service. \ The restriction of 

.-< lotment in the area. It would be .... ... 
co tock use has been recognized logical to assume that since cattle 

.... adhered to reasonably well'" ...
N 

remove very little (less than 5 

(
... ... in the physical limitations of .. ::> percent) of the available browse, 

range by the livestock indus­0-<-" the poor cundition of browse plants
III .... .. .......l III . This acreage is heavily used o within the cuttle allotments is due .. ;;: !-< 

-0 the wintering game population. ..... .. ..
00 solely to excessive game use.-" -" -0 .-< u III -0

0 .. aximum allowable utilization....l Heavy consumption of herbaceous 0 
Vl 

<:: i;;!...:- -" .. .. browse plants is regarded as<:: .. III -0 forage by game extends onto the00 Ul., [:.::0 P- Ol -0 ..... <::... P- ... .-< .. .-< to 65 percent (Hormay, 1943; ' III :. I... ~ «l .-< oc: Vl S cattle allotments, especially theD
u 
0 .. .. :;j <:: ... Ul ng and Payne, 1948). Within high, open ridges, and relegates:> ;> 0 OJ 

u... 
0 -0 u 0 

t:l
...>, 

.0 
0 .. III 

:-
0 P- area of restricted livestock livestock to a secondary position< ~ oc: «l ....l Vl browse consumption is gener­ in determining range conditions. 

Summary and Conclusions 
1957-1960 competition for tion of the Gros Ventre drainage. 

e forage was studied in a por- Results indicate: 

--- ,, 

I, \'\12 13I 
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