





depredation hunt(s) as necessary to help control the depredation problem. If
such hunts are not feasible or effective, the Nevada Department will request
the Idaho Department to issue kill permits to Idaho Department personnel or

to private landowners to remove depredating elk. If this ™~ elk “population

poses continuing problems in Nevada which cannot be economically or feasibly
controlled, the Nevada Department will, through harvest or other available
means, initiate a program to eliminate the elk populations.

13. Reduce elk use as necessary by harvest or other means of removal if range
studies conducted by the land management agencies demonstrate sustained

damage to soil, watershed or an undesirable response by vegetation caused by
elk.

Idaho Department of Fish and Game will:

1. In the event that the Nevada Department is unable to satisfactorily reduce
crop or property damage by elk on Idaho private lands, coordinate with the
Nevada Department, the public, private landowners and land management
agencies to apply the input received to manage overall elk numbers through
the setting of appropriate harvest (general or controlled hunts) in Idaho
should that be necessary to resolve problems. The Idaho Department will
initiate emergency depredation hunts to remove animals causing depredations
in areas where regular season harvest strategies identified above cannot be
implemented effectively. Trapping and transplant may be used in 1lieu of
hunting as a method to reduce depredation problems on private property. The

Nevada Department will accomplish such work at the option of the Idaho
Department.

2. Issue kill permits for a specific number of animals to Idaho Department
personnel and/or individual landowners who experience problems on private
lands. The Idaho Department may also issue kill permits authorizing the
Nevada Department to kill elk in Idaho where they are causing problems. Kill

permits will be issued as a last-resort basis after all other efforts to stop
depredations have failed.

Forest Service will: -

1. Either through existing or new studies, define pre-reintroduction soil,
watershed, vegetative and fence conditions within the identified elk
reintroduction area in order to measure elk impacts.

2. Within four years following the elk reintroduction, expand and intensify
soil, watershed ripairian and vegetative inventories in those areas of elk
usage identified by the Nevada Department. These studies will be refined as
elk seasonal use patterns -become better established and documented.

3. Meet with the Nevada Department and any other interested cooperators to
present and review soil, watershed, vegetative and fence conditions in the
identified elk reintroduction area annually or more frequently as necessary.
These data will be available in written form for cooperators and other
interested parties at the time of such meetings.

4, Cooperate with the Nevada Department for the repair and replacement of
rangeland fences in areas of chronic damage.

The cost for repair in such
areas will be born by the Nevada Department.
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