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best deer herds in the western United States. There are
probably none better. Those deer cause practically no
depredation right now, and that's a big deer herd and
they're‘not}a problem. It's a good resource. We're proud
of that. There's a lot of wintering on our ranching
operations and our neighbors and we don't have a real
problem with that. We're proud of it. There's no impact
in our operation. Why you would bring a bunch of elk in
that could cause you some depredation problems, I don't
know. There's elk there now. There's a few elk over up
in that country. I can't understand why you would mess up
a good deal that you have there now.

I quess that's about it. I want to thank
you.

MR. HAYES: Anyone else present like to make a
statement? I have no more names. You would, sir? Please
state your name for the record.

MR. REESE: My name is Kirk Reese.  I'm on the list
there with my address and that. I'm a sportsman. I'm on
the Region IV Wildlife Council, member of several large
organizations, have been involved in some habitat projects
here in the south hills. I'm not very familiar with the
whole program which you're trying to do. I kind of came
here hoping to learn some things. I guess I feel that elk

have a high value to people in both states -- in all three
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states.

I guess I don't want to see cattlemen run
out of business or that, but I think when you talk about
having double standards as far as elk over cattle or vice

versa and my sportsman opinion would be that elk should

'have some priority over cattle. They're native animals

and I guess I don't want to see them ruin the ranges, nor
would I like to see cattle.

. As far as the double standard goes, I think
my opinion would be that elk have priority. They do have
an economic value for viewing, for hunting, just knowing
that we established existing animals back where they
natively were. I think that there's probably room --
maybe I'm not familiar with it enough, but my opinion
would be there is room for both if managed properly, both
the cattle and the elk. Thank you.

MR. HAYES: Thank you, Mr. Reese. Anyone else?
What I think we'll do is formally close this as a public
scoping meeting, but we will be glad to stay and answer
any questions or talk to you about anything you want to
talk about. That won't include me because I don't know
much about this country, but the other three fellows here
do. So with that, we will formally close the hearing.

(The hearing concluded at 7:45 p.m.)
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