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United States HUMBOLDT NF
Departmient of
Agricutture

Bill Baker

Area Manager, Wells Resource fArea
Bureau of Land Managemertit

Elko, NV 89801

Dear Bill:

Thank you for the oppo
document. | would like i

sustain additional grazers.in competition with domestic livestock.

The Humboldt National Forest ' =:d and Resource Managetient Plar (LFMi?) in Goal #14, Objective
(g) states: *Consider reintroductions of indigenous wildlife and fish species wiiere vacant niches
have been iderttified and confiicts with other resources can be resolved.* At this point 'he RMRD
has no Identified vac=iit niches nor have we areas wi= € conflicts could be resolved. Additionally,
any future vacant niches wouic! not be filled until Desired Future Concition nas been reached.

ng docuiment states that “the Wells RMP amendmeri will make elk planning
wublic lands ncated within the pl=nning arez: boundar, including those public
| by other federal agencies.” Decisioris for non-BL.M public lands would have
it Interagericy g . is such an agreement pianned to be a part of this
: made planning decisiciie such as those motec above in our 1985 Humboldt




(@)

normally droughty climate regime. Additional grazing pressure by elk during that time will slow or
possibly even halt vegetative recovery.

Elk have certain habitat requirements. My staff's previous experience with elk management has
provided them with certain skills in this area. We feel the habitat on the Ruby Mountains and East
Humboldt range is not extensive enough for many elk, even as summer range. Further, given
topography and established allotments, there is little or no opportunity to develop grazing systems
that work around and with elk as is the case in other areas of the west.

These comments are specific to the Ruby Mountains Ranger District and not the Humboldt National
Forest. As you know, the Forest manages for and promotes the reintroduction of elk on other Ranger
Districts. | hope that these comments will assist you in development of your NEPA document.

Sincerely, :

MONT E. LEWIS, Jr.
District Ranger

cc: Supervisor's Office, HNF




