


United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Nevada State Office
P.O. Box 12000
Reno, Nevada 89520-0006

1610
(NV-930.1)

February 14, 1996

Dear Reader:

Enclosed for your information and use is a copy of the Approved Wells Resource
Management Plan Elk Amendment and Decision Record. This Amendment and Decision
Record completes the land use planning and environmental documentation for the proposed
changes to elk management within the Wells Resource Area. This resource area is located in
the eastern half of Elko County, Nevada and is headquartered in the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Elko District Office.

This document contains two parts: PART 1: MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT, which
meets the requirements of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976; and PART

2: DECISION RECORD, which meets the requirements of the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969.

Additional copies of this Approved Amendment and Decision Record may be obtained from
the BLM Elko District Office at P.O. Box 831, 3900 East Idaho Street, Elko, Nevada 89803.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
As stated
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The Wells Resource Management Plan Approved Elk Amendment and Decision Record

outlines elk management in the eastern half of Elko County, Nevada by the Wells Resource
Area, Elko District of the Bureau of Land Management.

For further information contact: Elko District Manager, Bureau of Land Management, P.O.
Box 831, 3900 East Idaho Street, Elko, Nevada 89803, or telephone (702) 753-0200.
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INTRODUCTION

The Wells Resource Area (WRA) is located in the northeast comer of Nevada and encompasses

approximately the east half of Elko County (map 1). It contains 5.7 million acres of which 4.3 million are
public lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

A review of elk habitat management in the WRA determined that elk numbers and habitat use areas were
expanding from those identified in the Wells Resource Management Plan (RMP) Record of Decision (ROD)
signed July 16, 1985. Elk habitat management objectives were identified for the Pilot and Jarbidge
Mountain areas in the Wells RMP. At that time, Jarbidge was identified as a future management area.
Elk were reestablished in the Jarbidge Mountains in January, 1990. The Jarbidge elk herd has remained
within identified management areas on Elko BLM and adjacent Humboldt National Forest administered
public lands. However, elk are recognized as highly adaptable creatures and during recent years have
"pioneered" adjacent previously unoccupied habitats in the WRA from the Pilot Mountain Management
Area, northwestern Utah and southern Idaho. The two existing elk management areas (Jarbidge and Pilot),
presently occupied habitats, and habitat potentials within the WRA are shown on Map 2.

A policy statement issued by the State of Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners on December 6, 1988,
identified Pilot Mountain as the only established elk population in the WRA. This policy statement
recognized that elk were pioneering into adjacent habitats, however, no evidence existed to indicate these
pioneering elk had established permanent populations outside the Pilot Mountain Management Area.

In 1990, the Nevada Division of Wildlife (NDOW) identified established elk populations on Pilot Mountain
as well as the Crittenden/Goose Creek, Murdock Mountain, and 10-Mile/Black Mountain areas. The NDOW
identified these populations outside Pilot Mountain as being established because they have maintained a
breeding nucleus of animals for the past 4-8 years, are commonly sighted throughout the year, and do not
appear to migrate to Pilot Mountain or to other areas seasonally. Because of social behavior and high
adaptability to available habitat types, elk have more recently been pioneering outside these management
areas as well as immigrating into the resource area. Elk have been sighted in the Snake Range, East
Humboldt Range, South Ruby Range, Spruce Mountain, Pequop Mountains, and Cherry Creek Range.



