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By Gavin Ehringer 

Most horse 
owners don't 

understand 
this part of 

the horse 
industry_ 

'1' IRED OF paying feed bills for 
horses he seldom used, Ben 

Miller (not his real name) placed an ad 
in the local paper. He sold all his horses 
except one: a lO-year-old Quarter 
Horse mare with a large hay belly, a 
hankering to run at the sight of a halter, 
and little training. Although many peo­
ple came by to see the mare, no one 
would pay Miller's $750 asking price. 
Miller lowered his price to $600, but 
still had no buyers. 

Finally, Miller called a number he'd 
seen in a newspaper ad that read, "Will 
pay cash for horses. Any kind." Miller 
called and arranged for the buyer to 
meet him. The man came out and 
looked the horse over. After some hag­
gling, Miller finally agreed to sell the 
mare for $450. Then he asked the man 
what use he had for the horse. The 
buyer replied, "Well, she'll be shipped 
to a packing plant." Sickened at the 
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thought of selJing his horse for meat, 
Miller refused the sale. 

Two months later, Miller sold the 
horse at auction-the same buyer pur­
chased her. 

The slaughter market is an important 
economic presence within the equine 
industry, but many horse owners re­
main unaware of it. In 1990, the United 
States Department of Agriculture esti­
mated that packing plants slaughtered 
347,000 horses solely for human con­
sumption. These statistics fail to ac­
count for horses packed in Canada and 
horses rendered for other end products, 
such as fertilizer and pet food. 

"Horse killers," the packing plants that 
specialize in horse meat and byproducts, 
have existed for many decades. Although 
there have been sporadic attempts to mar­
ket horse meat in the United States, it has 
never ranked as an important part of the 

American diet. Nevertheless, horse meat 
is an important staple in some countries, 
particularly France and Belgium, and to a 
lesser extent, Mexico and Japan. In 1990, 
Western Europe, mainly France, Bel­
gium, and the Netherlands, accounted 
for 72 percent of overseas horse-meat 
sales. Mexico and Canada accounted for 
11 percent, Japan 3 percent, and other 
countries in Europe, Southeast Asia, and 
South America, 14 percent. 

There are 14 equine packing plants in 
the United States and 3 in Canada. Ac­
cording to the USDA statistics for 
1989, U.S. packing plants exported 
127 million pounds of horse meat at a 
dockside value of $127.7 million­
more than a dollar per pound. In 1990, 
the quantity slipped to 120 million 
pounds, but the value rose to $147.5 
million-about $1.23 per pound. 



The Killer Market 
Western Horseman: 

The first article I read in the April 
issue was "The Killer Market," by 
Gavin Ehringer. I am writing in total 
support of this article. I love horses, 
and I own four. But if I were unable to 
keep them and I could not find good 
homes for them, I would rather they 
went to the killer than to someone who 
would let them starve to death in a back 
yard or a barren pasture. 

I have done some work with a local 
horse rescue group, and nothing is as 
bad as a horse so starved that its body is 
covered with huge sores, in agony, and 
dying before we could even bring it wa­
ter. Or the pony the kids lost interest in, 
trapped in a tiny pen with hoofs so long 
it could barely walk, blind from starva­
tion. Why are so many horses starved? 
I think it is because the average horse or . 
pony has so linle value. 

I also wonder if the good people who 
hate the killer industry are more upset 
by the pain and suffering of the horses, 
or by the thought that the owners may 
be making some money on them. Ask 
yourself if you would still be upset if 
the owner just had the horse put to sleep 
by the vet, rather than selling him to the 
packer. In both cases, the horse dies. 

I also totally agree with the last three 
paragraphs of the article. There is a 
place for the killers. Don't put up with a 
crazy or dangerous horse. Not all 
horses are worth saving, and don't feel 
bad for an old or crippled horse. Not all 
horse people have unlimited pocket­
books. My girlfriend took the money 
she got from her 27-year-old gelding 
and bought a young horse at the auc­
tion. The young horse would have gone 
to the killers. 

We can't save all the animals in the 
world, but we can do something about 
the ones we come in contact with. 

-Rebecca White 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Western Horseman: 
Just finished reading "The Killer 

Market." I thought it was great. Most 
horse owners don '( understand this part 
of the horse industry. 

The last four paragraphs in the article 
say it all. We (humans) are responsible 
for the overpopulation of horses. 

-Jodi Smith 
Rising Sun, Indiana 

Western Horseman: 
I thought "The Killer Market" was 

well done. This is something that horse 
people need to deal with without losing 
their cool, and that article was a good 
move in that direction. 

-Maurice Telleen 
Editor 

The Draft Horse Journal 
Waverly, Iowa 


