


The Killer Market
Western Horseman:

The first article I read in the April
issue was “The Killer Market,” by
Gavin Ehringer. I am writing in total
support of this article. I love horses,
and I own four. But if [ were unable to
keep them and I could not find good
homes for them, I would rather they
went to the killer than to someone who
would let them starve to death in a back
yard or a barren pasture.

I have done some work with a local
horse rescue group, and nothing is as
bad as a horse so starved that its body is
covered with huge sores, in agony, and
dying before we could even bring it wa-
ter. Or the pony the kids lost interest in,
trapped in a tiny pen with hoofs so long
it could barely walk, blind from starva-
tion. Why are so many horses starved?

I think 1t is because the average horse or

pony has so little value.

I also wonder if the good people who
hate the killer industry are more upset
by the pain and suffering of the horses,
or by the thought that the owners may
be making some money on them. Ask
yourself if you would still be upset if
the owner just had the horse put to sleep
by the vet, rather than selling him to the
packer. In both cases, the horse dies.

[ also totally agree with the last three
paragraphs of the article. There is a
place for the killers. Don’t put up with a
crazy or dangerous horse. Not all
horses are worth saving, and don’t feel
bad for an old or crippled horse. Not all
horse people have unlimited pocket-
books. My girlfriend took the money
she got from her 27-year-old gelding
and bought a young horse at the auc-
tion. The young horse would have gone
to the killers.

We can’t save all the animals in the
world, but we can do something about

the ones we come 1n contact with.
—Rebecca White
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Western Horseman:

Just finished reading *‘The Killer
Market.” I thought it was great. Most
horse owners don 't understand this part
of the horse industry.

The last four paragraphs in the article
say it all. We (humans) are responsible

for the overpopulation of horses.
—Jodi Smith

Rising Sun, Indiana
Western Horseman:

I thought “The Killer Market” was
well done. This 1s something that horse
people need to deal with without losing
their cool, and that article was a good

move in that direction.
—Maurice Telleen
Editor
The Draft Horse Journal
Waverly, lowa




