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This is what it looks like on the other side of the mountain, but the horses were too thirsty to venture away from the spring.

rangelands, we're not going to have good habitat for
horses, wildlife, or fish.”

The law requires that the BLM achieve a thriving
ecological balance on the range.

“In other words,” she continued, “we are required to
maintain the proper number on the range and assure
the horses' population is in balance with other uses.”

Proven scientific information must be coupled with
common sense and experience if management of the
government lands and support for the mulriple-use
concept is to be achieved. The scientific fact is that
if the wild horse herds are left to multiply without
control, they eat up habitat that puts other wildlife
species and livestock at risk, and require an ever-
increasing number of sanctuaries to support their
increased population, appropriating tax dollars our
children need for education, and all Americans need
for health care. Their survival is quickly coming into
conflict with human survival, and the taxpayer may
be forced to make decisions that are not beneficial to
wild horses and burros.

“It’s just pure and simple,” Ron said. “There's a
range specialist or range conservationist getting paid
to go out and see what's going on on this permit.
The BLM will tell you to get your cows out of your
allotment if there's too much pressure on an area,
bur if they can't see that there are some horses out
of water and starving to death and know what to do
with it, then something’s wrong, It's about priorities.
Somebody over the top of that range conservation-
ist has priorities for these allotments. And now, the
degraded condition of the Jackson Mountain Range

will be blamed on the cows and the rancher. You
watch, It'll come down to that.”

There are BLM district managers whose actions
indicate that the BLM wants to manage the govern-
ment lands without cows.

“Even with no cows,” Ron said, “at some point
there'll be too many horses, But if the BLM continues
putting out cow permits, there should be some way to
differentiate between the impact of horses and cartle.
Since the 2003 gather of the Jacksons, the BLM has
been in violation of their HML to the tune of about
850 head. That many horses damed sure had an impact
on the feed and water. If the livestock permittes was
over the numbers on his permit, he'd be fined and
his cows would be impounded. Was the BLM fined?
No. The permittee took his cows out three months
early. Why? Because he's got an extra 850 head of
horses eating his cow feed and drinking his cow water
year-round. The rancher’s cows are only out there six
months. The only thing that’s kept in check is the
rancher. That's kind of 2 one-way contract, isn't it> The
BLM was, and is, in a state of willful all over
the state of Nevada. What kind of a deal is that?”

Dean Bolstad told us that there are 30,000 head of
BLM horses held in sanctuaries awaiting adoption,
and the number increases with every gather that takes
place. Susie Stokke is promoting several programs
to increase dwindling interest in adoptions, One is a
program where prison inmates work with the horses.
Another is the Extreme Mustang Makeover, a chal-
lenge event held in Texas where contestants are given
100 days to train and prepare an adopted horse for
the show ring and sale,

“Let me share 3 couple of things. There is an

increasing demand for horses that are pre-gentled,”
Stokke said. “That's why we're so excited about our
Warm Springs Prison program, and one of the rea-

sons we're ing with the Mustang Heritage
Found:ﬁomme Mustang Makeover is to
try to increase our adoption market. Also, horses in
sanctuaries can be virtually adopted by people who
don't have the money or tic facilities or the space

or the time that having an animal takes. They can
donate to care for an animal in long-term holding.
‘We hope to have that program rolled out next spring.
We have more than a million visitors come through
the Red Rock visitors center outside Las Vegas every
year and if every one of those people would drop a
dollar in the box, that would be a million dollars to
help defray and care for these animals until they die
of old age, fat and happy. Despite the fact that we had
this pretty hard lesson on the Jacksons, when I look
over where we've come, I'm really proud.”

However, the facts seem to belie Stokke’s comments
about the interest in the adoption of BLM horses. The
horse slaughter ban has driven the horse market down
a well. There may be a flash of high-dollar, well-bred
horses sold here and there, but the mid- to low-range
horse market has bottomed out. Public lands, parks,
and country roads are the depository of choice for
unwanted horses and horses that people can no longer
afford to feed. N from coast to coast are car-

« rying stories about dumped horses. Those horses will
join the free-roaming horses and burros that are sup-
ported by public dollars, There is no alternative. As it
18, the BLM contracts out with landowners to take wild
horses onto their private land. Those landowners are

paid to manage government horses.
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A crossroads

There is a simple argument for forcing the BLM
to come to their Area Management Plan (AMP)
numbers, and it is grounded in the BLM Mission
Statement. “There’s no feed in the Trail Springs
basin,” Ron said. “No feed. It's not coming back when
the first raindrops hit the ground. It's going to erode.
There's nothing to keep that from happening. And
what happens if we have a cold, dry winter?

“You have to understand. We came into this by
accident. We were looking for sulfur crystals and
we come over that hill and, whew! We found this
mess,” he said. “In March of this year, everybody
knew they were going to have to take their cows
home early, Everybody knew that the waterholes
were dry. Everybody knew that it was a drought year.
Everybody knew that. How come the BLM didn't
know that? Why didn't they run those horses in
March before the foals were born, before the country
burned up? Those horses didn't die of salmonella.
They died of thirst, and they died of starvation. The
BLM was supposed to take care of them. But they
didn't. Don't forget that.”

The BLM has the responsibility to manage and
protect the horses. That being said, the horses of the
Jackson Mountain allotment get so out of control
that by the BLM's admission, they “ate brush and the
manure of other horses to survive.”

‘TthLMlsbcmgnnpedcdbyso-caﬂndadvocacy
groups from making proactive ent decisions
and implementing d'ncm, said Boyd Spratling, D.V.M,
rancher, and past president of the chndx Cattlemen's
Association, “and until we can stop legal action by
them, this situation falls squarely on their shoulders in
my mind. The very people that claim to care the most
about those horses were actually the ones driving the

A month after the gathering, the horses
appear to be adjusting to abundant hay and water.
A total of 178 of the 990 horses removed from the
Jacksons died at the Palomino Valley facility.

death nail in their coffin. They don't understand what
the consequences are or the dynamics of the resource
and what can happen on & drought year. Mother
Nature takes a harvest whether it be through fires and
the tough winter that follows, or drought or whatever
the reason, and it's usually a very ugly situation.”

At the next advisory board meeting, Spratling will
highlight to the advocacy groups what happened on
the Jackson Mountain allotment and why it hap-
pened. And they have to get past saying, “Well, if it
wasn't for the cows, everything would have been fine.”

“In this situation, where the horses had very little
water, the cows were removed and the horses still had
problems,” he said. “If you care shout the free-roam-
ing horse and a healthy band of horses, you have to
be an advocate for keeping the horses at appropri-
ate management levels and that means harvesting a
certain percentage of those horses to maintain the
numbers and not let them get out of control like they
did in the Jacksons.”

Nearly 200 horses, and wildlife in numbers we can
only guess at, did not survive the summer of 2007.
“We hm to think about the long-term manage-
ment,” Spratling said, “and not be bogged down by
th:cats of lawsuits and those sorts of things that keep ~
us from managing properly. If the BLM had had the

flexibility to gather like the rancher did with his cows
to do what was necessary as it was necessary instead
of being delayed in m: that decision, we could
manage past this stuff. That's the problem we on the
advisory board face. We have to give the BLM the
latitude to manage the horses. Let us come up with
2 management plan that is sustainable through good
years and bad years."

The future of the Jackson Mountain herd of
wild horses hinges on a collective commitment to
resolve differences. The job must be done correct
Management is the key for their survival, which ci:cn
applies to the management for the whole of all herds
of wild horses. The benefits will radiate out to wild-
life, livestock, to the land itself, As it is now, frustra-
tion is the emotion we share. We look into wilderness
and are content knowing it exists, though we may not
be able to exist in it. The wild horse lets us touch that
wilderness, lets us experience a life beyond the four
walls of industry or office or apartment. We can't for-
get the ones that died at Trail Springs.

“We have made a mistake with the Jackson Mountain
horses,” Bolstad said. “We can never let this happen
again, and I think everybody will acknowledge that.”

Reach Linda Hussa at Ihussa@frontiernet.net.
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Wild mares from the New Pass area of central Nevada eat
grass hay at the Bureau of Land Management's National
Wild Horse and Burro Center in Palomino Valley. The facil-
ity north of Reno has been temporarily shut down because
130 wild horses have recently died. :

Wild horse facility
temporarily closed

RENO (AP) — Federal
land managers on
Wednesday temporarily
shut down the National
Wild Horse and Burro
Center in northern
Nevada, where 130 wild
horses recently have died
from health problems
that could pose a threat
to workers and visitors.

The voluntary closure
of the center in Palomino
Valley about 20 miles
north of Reno is a preven-
tive measure because the
~ salmonella bacteria found
in some of the mustangs
can infect people and
domestic animals, offi-

" cials for the U.S. Bureau
of Land Management
said.

- The center’s 160 acres
of corrals serve as a
national holding facility
for up to 1,650 animals
the BLM rounds up from
public rangeland to be
vaccinated and marked
while awaiting shipment
under the agency’s wild
horse adoption program.

The problems appar-
ently stem from about
1,000 unhealthy horses
that were gathered in
northwest Nevada’'s
Jackson Mountains in
early September. Many of
them were extremely thin
and weak due to a lack of
food and water resulting
from extended drought
conditions, BLM officials
said.

Consequently, those
horses have had trouble
adjusting to feed at the
holding center.

The deaths were attrib-
uted to poor body condi-
tions combined with
pneumonia and severe
diarrhea related to salmo-
nella, said Dr. Al Kane, a
veterinarian for the U.S.
Department of
Agriculture.

The pneumonia is
blamed on dust and lack
of moisture, compounded
by wide fluctuations in
fall temperatures from
the 30s at night to high
70s during the day.
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