
::-....--:-=-::-"-:---::-='-=............- ............-----------.....~...:......:.....:..::.......;., ....:......l.... - ­
!he reason for ~he heavy infiltration of sand in the horse manure sample was obvious when the area was examined. Each frail stem of grass meant a mouthful of sand; walking the dusty trails 

troughs when she said she saw "more than 150 to 200 
horses. There were several times when I got to Trail 
Springs there were 50 to 75 horses hanging around 
that spring and very little watcr. I measurcd the flow, 
so I knew about how many gallons each spring was 
putting out, per day. Using those figures, I could say 
this trough is putting out 2,000 gallons a day and 
roughly figure that's enough for 200 horses." 

The flow of most springs in Nevada decreases dur­
ing the summer, not unusual in a semiarid to arid 
cli~ate. But Trail Springs is less than two miles from 
the Black Rock Desert, a 400-square-mile, flat-as-a­
pancake prehistoric lake bed, with virtually no vegeta­
tion or animal habitat. 

Horses smell water. They need it and they'll hang 
around and wait. The problem is that Trail Springs is 
a gravity-How system that only produces 2 ¥l gallons 
a minute. A mature horse will require approximately 
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10-12 gallons of water a day. At the rate of dehydra­
tion during drought, it would want more. But under 
normal circumstances that may have been enough 
for 200 head: if they arrive in small groups; if they 
are manncrly and take turns; if they are not already 
stressed /Tom the drought; and they may arrive at a 
trough with only an inch of water in the bottom that 
other horses have becn standing in and manuring in, 
and they must wait for 2 ¥l gallons a minute to fill a 
2,5OD-gallon trough. Circumstances are an essential 
factor of the equation. If the needs of mice, chuckars, 
butterf)jes, cows and crows are taken into c.onsider­
ation, Trail Springs couldn't water 50 horses a day if 
they all arrived in a bunch. 

"I couldn't speak to the fact that if we took them 
off in July, it would have made a difference," said 
Heidi H~pkins, who left the BLM after the Jackson 
gather to take a position with the Humane Society of 

the United States in its quest to find a reliable immu­
nocontraceptive for wild horses. "I'm in love with 
horses, and I love research, and this project will give 
me a chance to get my doctorate." 

She paused and then remembered something that 
occurred during her monitoring of the springs. '1 saw 
two mares during two different occasions that were 
thin and had foals. That's kind of to be expectcd after 
a mare has a foal, they're thin. I never saw conditions 
that said to me, 'Oh, my gosh, therc's going to be a 
huge problem here.' It was a horrible mistake, but you 
know, I don't know ifl would have ever done any­
thing differently." 

Arlan Hiner, BLM field staff, drove out to the 
Jackson allotment with her twice in June to monitor 
the water. 

"Both times, thcre were horses standing in the 
troughs," he said. 
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This is what it looks like on the other side of the mountain. but the horses were too thirsty to venture away from the spring. 

rmge1ands, we're not going to have good habitat for 
horse5, wildlife, or fish.' 

The law requires that the BLM acruIM a thriving 
ecological balance on the nnge. 

"In other words: she continued, "we an: required to 
maintain the proper number on the rmge and assure 
the hol'8ell' population is in balance with other uses." 

Proven scientiJic information must be coupled with 
common sense and aperience ifman~tof the 
govmuncnt lands and support for the multiple-use 
concept is to be achilMd. The scientific fact is that 
if the wild horse herds ale left t mu1ciply without 
contro~ they eat up habit1lt that puts other wi1dlife 
species and lMstock at risk, and mJulre an lMt­

inataJing number of Sanct\laries to support their 
increased population, mppropriating llIX dollars our 
chiJdnm need fOr education, and all Americans need 
fOr health are. Their !llI'VivaJ i! quickly coming into 
conflict with human survival, and the taxpayu may 
be fo=d. to make decisions thar are not beneficial to 
wild hones and burros. 

"It's just pure and limple:,' Ron aid. "There's a 
range specialist or [lllge conservationist gming paid 
to go out and see what's going on on thi5 permit. 
The BLM will tell you to get your cows ou ofyour 
allotment if there's roo much pressure on an :uea, 
but if they can't sec that there ale 50me hoTSCll out 
ofwater md starving to death and know what to do 
with it, then IOmcthing's wrong. It's about priorities. 
Somebody over the top of thal range conservation­
ist has priorities for these allotments. And now, the 
degraded condition of the Jackson Mount:lin Range 

will be blamed on the cows and the rancher. You 
watch. It'U come down to that: 

Then: ale BLM district managers whose actions 
indicare that the BLM WlIJ1ts to mamge the govern­
ment lands without cows. 

"Even with no aJWS,' Ron said, "at some point 
there'U be roo many horses. But ifme BLM continues 
putting out cow pmnits, there should be some way to 
diffetentmte between the impact ofho[I;CS and cam. 
S'iJ\(% the 2003 gather of the Jaclcsons, the BLM: bas 
been in violation of thelt HML to the tI1lX of about 
850 head. That many hones darned ~ !wi an impact 
on the fftd and water.·If the lM:stock permittee was 
over the munbers on his permit, he'd be fined and 
his cows woWd be impounded. Wu the BLM fined? 
No.1be permittee took his cows out thn:e months 
early. Why? Because he's got an atra 850 head of 
hones earing his row feed and drinking his cow water 
year-round. 1be randu:r's cows ale only out there six 
months. The only thing that's kept in check is the 
rancher. That's kind ofa one-way COllJraet, isn't it? The 
BLM was, and is, in a stlltC ofwillfu1 trespass all Oftr 
the st1lte afNlMda. What kind ofa deal is that?" 

Dean Bolstad tOld us that there ale 30,000 head of 
BLM horses held in sanctuaries awaiting adoption. 
and the number in~ with every gather that takes 
place. Susie Stokke is promoting ~n1 programs 
to inaease dwindling interest in adoptions. One is a 
program when: prison inmares work with the hones. 
Another is the Extreme Mustang Makeovl:r, a cluU­
lenge IMnt held in Texas where contestants ale giwn 
100 days to ttain and prep= an adopted borse fOr 
the show ring and we. 

"Let me shale a coup! of things. Thue is an 

inCl'CUing demand for horses thal ale pre-gentled,· 
Stolli said. "That's why we're so excited about our 
Wann Springll Prison program. and one of the ta­

sons we're partnering with the Mustang Heritage 
Foundation on the Extreme Mus!llng Maktovtr is to 
try to inaI:ase our adoption market. Also. hones in 
sanctuaries 0Ul be virtually adopted by people who 
don't haw the money or the faciliries or the space 
or the time that having an lII1imal takes. They an 
donate to ~ for an lIIlimal in long-term holding. 
We hope to have that program rolled our next spring. 
We have mon: than a million visitors come through 
the Red Rock visitors eenrer outside Las Vegas every 
~ and ifevery one of those people would drop I 
doUar in the box, that would be a million dol1ars to 
help defray and cue for these animals until they die 
ofold age, lit and happy. Despire the fact that we had 
this pretty fwd lesson on the Jacksons, when I look 
over whue _'vi: come:, I'm really proud." 

Howevu, the licts seem to belie StOkke's comments 
about the interest in the adoptiDn ofBLM horses. The 
hone Imghtu ban has driven the hone market down 
a weI1. There may be a fla.sh Dfhigh-dollar. wdl-bred 
hoces sold here and there, but the mid- to ~ 

hone marker has bottomed out. Public Imds. parks, 
and COUlltry roads ale the deposi!D()' ofchoice fOr 
unwanted bones and hones that people can no loop 
afford to feed. N~ from caut to coast are car­

.. rying uories about dumped hones. Those: horse! will 
join the free.roaming holSCll and bUtTtl!l that are sup­
ported by public dollan. There is no a1tematm. As it 
is, the BLM conmets out with landowners to take wild 
horses onto their priwre land. Those landowners are 
paid to tIIlltI:Ige government hones. 
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Acronroads 
There is a simple argument for forcing the BLM 

to come to their A=. Management Pltn (AMP) 
numbers, and it is grounded in the BLM Mission 
Sta~nt. "There's no feed in the Trail Springs 
basin," Ron said. "No feed. It's not coming back when 
the first raindrops hit the ground. It's going to erode. 
There's nothing to keep that &om haPFning. And 
what happens ifwe have a cold, dry WInter? 

·You him: to undcmand. We came into this by 
accident. We were looking for sulfur crystals and 
we come aver that hill and, whew! We found this 
mess,· he said. "In March of this yar, everybody 
knew they wrre going to have to take their COWli 

home early. Everybody knew that the wm.rbo1el 
wen: dry. Everybody knew that it was a drought y=-. 
Everybody lmew thaI. How come the BLM didn't 
mow that? Why didn't they run those horses in 
March before the foals were bom, Wore the counll')' 
burned up? Those holSCi didn't die ofnlmonella. 
They died of thim, and they died of starvation. The 
BLM was suppoted to take care of them. But they 
didn't. Don't forgct that." 

The BLM has the resporaibility to manage and 
Fttet the hones. That being said, the hones of the 
Jackson Mountain allotment get so out ofcontrol 
that by the BLM's admission, they "ate brush and the 
manure ofother horses to survive.· 

"The BLM is being impeded by so-cal1ed dvocacy 
groups &om making proactive ~cnt decisions 
and implementing them,· said Boyd Speading, D.V.M, 
rancher, and past president of the Nevada Cattlcmen's 
Association, "and until we can stop 1cgaI action by 
them, this situation falls squarely on their shoulders in 
my mind. The very people that claim ro care the most 
about those hones we,., actually the on driving the 

A mOD afteIo til gathedng, the ho 
appeal' to be adjasting to abundant bay and ter. 
A total of 178 of the 990 on removed fro th 

Jacks died at th 

death nail in their coffin.They don't II.IIdemand what 
the ronsequences are or the dynamics of the I'l:fOIII'Ce 

and what can happen on a drought )UL Mother 
Nature tKkeB a haJWSt whether it be through fires and 
the tough winter that follows, or drought or whaaMr 
the tcl5On, and it's usuaJIy a very ugly situation." 

At the nl:ltt advOOry boan:I meeting, Spr:a.ding will 
highlight to the advocacy groups what happened on 
the Jaclcson Mountain allotment and why it hap­
pened. And they have to get past saying, ·Wel1, ifit 
wasn't for the cows, everything would !moe been Me." 

"In this situation, where the horses had vrry little 
water, the cows were removal and the hones still had 
problems," he said. Kif you care about the &l:e-roam­
ing hone and a t=lthy band ofhones, you ha~ to 
be an advocate for keeping the hones at appropri­
ate management levd.s and that means ba.m5ting a 
cert2in percen~ of those hones romaiIltain the 
numbm and nol let them get out ofrontrollike they 
did in the Jacksons." 

early 200 bOBeS, and wild1ife in numbers we can 
only guess at, did not S\1I'VM the summer of2007. 
"We hIM: m think about the lon~tenn manage­
ment," Spratling said, "and not be bogged down by 
lhrea of 1awIuits and those sorts of things thA't Ia:ep , 
us from managing properly. If the BLM had had the 

Pal mlno VaDey facility.
 

flmbility ro gather like the r.mcher did with IUs cows 
to do what \nS neccss:uy as it ...... necessary instead 
of being dela:ycd in making that decision, we could 
JlWlagl: past this stuff. That's the problem we on the 
adviwry board filte. We have to give the BLM the 
latin.u:le to manage the horses. Let us corne up with 
a rnanagemmt plan that is sustainable through good 
yan; and bad yean." 

The future of the Jackson Mountain herd of 
wild horses hinges on a cil1W:rive rommitment to 
resol~ differenca. The job must be done correctly. 
~ment is the key for their surviw1, which then 
applies to the management for the whole of all herds 
ofwild horses. The bendits will radiate out to wiJd­
life,livestoclt, to the land il!elf. As it is now, frustra­
tion is the emotion we share. We look inro wilderness 
and ale rolltent knowing it cUsts, though we may not 
be able to exist in it. The wild hone lets us touch thaI 
wilderness, lets us experience a life beyond the four 
wa1Is ofindustty at office or apartment. We can't for­
get the ones that died at Trail Sprin~. 

"We have made a mistake with the Jackson Mountain 
horses," Bolstad said. "We can nCVl:l' let this happen 
again, and I think everybody will ackn~ that." 

RUle" Unda HUUlIlllbllSSl@lrcntlel'1l8t.JMl 
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• 

Wild mares from the New Pass area of central Nevada eat 
grass hay at the Burel;lu of Land Management's National 
Wild Horse and Burro Center in Palomino Valley. The facil­
ity north of Reno has been temporarily shut down because 
130 wild horses have recently died. . 

Wild' hors.s facility
 
temporarily closed
 

OCI ress 18 

RENO CAP) - Federal 
land managers on 

• Wednesday temporarily 
shut down the National 
Wild Horse and B 0 

Center in northern 
Nevada, where 130 wild 
horses recently have died 
from health problems 
that could pose a threat 
to workers and visitors. 

The voluntary closure 
of the center in Palomino 
Valley about 20 miles 
north of Reno is a preven­
tive measure because the 
salmonella bacteria found 
in some of the mustangs 
can infect people and 
domestic animals, offi· 
cials for the U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management 
said. 

The center's 160 acres 
of corrals serve as a 
national holding facility 
for up to 1,650 animals 
the BLM rounds up from 
publicrang~andtobe 

vaccinated and marked 
while awaiting shipment 
under the agen.cy's wild 
horse adoption program.. 

The problems appar­
ently stem from about 
1,000 unhealthy horses 
that were gathered in 
northwest Nevada's 
Jackson Mountains in 
early September. Many of 
them were extremely thin 
and weak due to a lack of 
food and water resulting 
from extended drought 
conditions, BLM officials 
said. 

Consequently, those 
horses have had trouble 
adjusting to feed at the 
holding ceuter. 

The deaths were attrib­
uted to poor body condi­
tions combined with 
pneumonia and severe 
diarrhea related 1.0 salmo­
nella, said Dr. AI Kane, a 
veterinarian for the U.S. 
Department of 
Agriculture. 

The pneumonia i. 
blamed on dust and lack 
of moisture, compounded 
by wide fluctuations in 
fall temperatures from 
the 30s at nigh to higb 
70s during tbe day. 


