RIGHT TO PROTECT ONE'S OWN PROPETY
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A !\'3*0”, of five c onkiol ey R“L)’ Va,e’cy

Ml br-ought his v to Fuby VMalley in 1880.

By that date maost Vallew had b3 settled and the only

remalning Tand that would oualify for steading was i Secret

Secret s a small mountain vallesy or park whose water

- 2 k- tm by Humhmlmt Fiver but has alwavs been

Fubyy Vallev. It was there that he and the older

took wx 1and.

iy Brandfather, RBi111l Gardner, sold his honestead
moaved to the X 2 end of Ruby Valley and

2 t Har I . I was raised there.,

rding one-raom schools and then boarding out in
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the way we live and do
. Ftor life i1s much

g that I don't belisve
dependesnt on ourselves
ernment bis hecoms more

e . Hut
bheen good.
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peaplﬁ hr”P bescome le
abfibrors over the 3 ER T witi l e Gov
mant in the affairs of our lives.
‘mmp!v of this the mammer in whic r we fight range fires
ta the past. s a bov in the
how the Vallevy pec panded to

; o oass fFar o as 33 miles
time, getting there sven before the
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whien fir
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put out. “Ard dlthJHﬂh the only real tool for
(hv @ the s shiowve] d bv the FRanchers
n oand fence building, the Vallev people were effective
ey few fFilires golt out of control.
@arly 1970%s Fire Departments were formed in owr
e that the people were reguesting such help
: theyv were The State Department of
helping - me organized and fuarnishing fivre trucks.
than becoming more effective, we seem to only spend more
money than betore. Feople no longer se to care as much and tend
to let the professionals take the responsibility. And of cowrss
arae more professionals each with bigosr and better ,
atten made to feel thegrenot
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eauipment . Then too., local people

meeded or wanted on the fire line.
Thern in the late 70%s things wers made worse whesn the lland

v whereby they could choze to let a

heneficial to rescouwces. For the
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them like it is
~ious threat. I£ high
an buwrn a ranchers

: aothi
1ing plays
Ay ranches 1 =
- ather conditions right, & fire
and cattle in no time orF worse, bhuwrn across thelr private 1and
L& hay crop. equipmsnt, builldings and fences,
rvthing it may hH“P taken X or 4 gernerations to build can be




3 a oy vess in the 1980°s when a fire started
in Clover Yallev. winds were so bad, and the fire so intence,
that they put out & call to all the surrounding Vallevs for help.
Dad joined others and tried to fiaht the fire at its Southern
boundary just south of Bob Steeles ranch, (now Ferris Brough's

Franoiie )

My Father tells

]

e told it. they would get the fire mostly under control
anly to have another hot spot start up at the foot of the mountain
arnd imnoa matter of minat it wouldd be down to Highway 935, The
winds were carrying sparks and starting new fires as much as 100
af dteel f. The winds were so strong that 1t burned
in the fields ready to be cut for hay, a&long with
ilddimc
1 the 4] . Shanty Town Fire" burned from the Camp
Ground iust South of Gall agher Hatcohery North to Harrison Fass,
osly hours.,
fire fiaghters had held the fire back as it passed around
Headguarters, theyv took a stand to stop the just
ate emplovee’s risidence a mile further on. The Refuge
e was used to make a fire limne up the ridge from the County
to the hea 2+ the mountain. ot sust they were about to
on up bl ape the Forest Service stopped the crawler,
=izl aring they ded to let the fire buwrn on over the F
SBervigoe 1and
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thern took a stand in front of the emploves’s
f bhad call, for they not onlwvy 35t
pickup. but almost lost two 1ive:
#A11 of which may have been prevented if only the +irst
could have been completed.

Last Swmmer, (1288, a fire started on B.L.M. lands just
Marth of Faul Netsd s hay field. Faul was putting up hay not 200
vards away, vet when FPaul = neighbore., lam Sharp came with their
anch orawler and began dozing a fire break around the fire, he was
: ped by the first BouL.M, personmel on the fire and told to take
the o f the fire line.

ot the peonle working for & State or Federal fAgencies

lose his home or livelihood if range fires st &wWay .
] e ) o ]l e must right to govern the
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we are to remain & independent and
] twrn our

leveles of government.
Framd im hand. I+ we ignore the
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