








Table 8—Comparisons between total birds sighted in 70
censuses (10 censuses of seven study plots) of six
Medin's and others (2000) study plots and Medin's
1981 (unpublished data on file at the Great Basin
National Park) bristlecone pine—Pius longaeve—
study plot versus 2002 bird count.

Bird species 1982 2002
American crow 10 1
American dipper 0 1
American kestrel 34 3
American pipit” 150 49
American robin 143 39
Ash-throated flycatcher 2 1
Barn swallow 1
Bewick’s wren 0 3
Black-billed magpie 1 0
Black-chinned sparrow 0 2
Black-headed gmsbeak 3 4
Black-rosy finch® 20 39
Black-throated gray warbler 40 31
Black-throated sparrow 113 28
Blue-gray gnatcatcher 0 20
Blue grouse 8 3
Brewer’s blackbird 3 1
Brewer's sparrow 430 116
Broad-tailed hummingbird 48 33
Brown creeper 51 5
Brown-headed cowbird 6 10
Bushtit 54 23
Calliope hummingbird 2 0
Cassin’s finch 204 117
Chipping sparrow 157 101
Clark’s nutcracker 169 96
Chukar 0 2
Common nighthawk 9 2
Common poorwill 2 0
Comman raven 93 58
Cooper’s hawk 0 4
Cordilleran flycatcher 0 3
Dark-eyed junco 181 80
Dusty flycatcher 86 8
Evening grosbeak 102 0
Ferruginous hawk 3 0
Golden eagle 11 2
Gray flycatcher 0 3
Great horned owl 6 0
Greater sage grouse® 1 0
Green-tailed towhee 301 98
Hairy woodpecker 5 4
Hermit thrush 94 40
Homed lark 438 105
House wren 30 1
Juniper titmouse® 60 1
Lark sparrow 2 0
Lazuli bunting 2 2
Loggerhead shrike 2 0
Long-billed curlew 6 0
MacGillivray's warbler 5 1
Mountain bluebird 238 86
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Table 8—(Con.)

Bird species 1982 2002
Mountain chickadee 326 130
Mourning dove 23 5
Northern flicker 63 23
Northern goshawk 6 1
Northern harrier 26 2
Northern rough-winged

swallow® 6 0
Olive-sided flycatcher 2 0
Orange-crowned warbler 1 0
Pine siskin 184 69
Pinyon jay 104 34
Plumbeous vireo 0 1
Prairie falcon 1 0
Red-breasted nuthatch 48 14
Red crossbill 13 9
Red-naped sapsuckerf 44 10
Red-tailed hawk 6 4
Rock wren 10 6
Rough-legged hawk 1 0
Ruby-crowned kinglet 80 22
Sage sparrow 110 94
Sage thrasher 31 9
Savannah sparrow 1 1
Sharp-shinned hawk 1 4
Spotted towhee® 22 8
Steller's jay 2 0
Swainson’s hawk 1 0
Townsend's solitaire 183 53
Tree swallow 13 2
Turkey vulture 0 1
Vesper sparrow 21 23
Violet-green swallow 23 10
Virginia's warbler 0 5
Warbling vireo 8 8
Western meadowlark 3 16
Western scrub-jayh 78 10
Western tanager 15 6
Western wood-pewee 5 0
White-breasted nuthatch 28 18
White-crown sparrow 22 4
White-throated swift 6 0
Williamson's sapsucker 1 0
Yellow-rumped warbler 186 90
Zone-tailed hawk 0 1
Total species 83 75
Total bird sightings 5,034 1,830
Species common to both years 63

“Called water pipit by Medin and others 2000.
PCalled rosy finch by Medin and others 2000.
°Called sage grouse by Medin and others 2000.

9Called plain titmouse by Medin and others 2000.
’Called rough-winged swallow by Medin and others 2000.

'Called yellow-bellied sapsucker by Medin and others 2000,
gCalled Rufous-sided towhee by Medin and others 2000.

"Called scrub jay by Medin and others 2000.
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Table 9—Total number of birds for 70 censuses (10 censuses
for seven plots) and bird species sighted in six of
Medin's and others (2000) study plots and Medin's
1981 (unpublished data on file at the Great Basin
National Park) bristiecone pine—Finus longaeva—
study plot but not sighted 2002 bird count.

Bird species Number

Black-billed magpie

Calliope hummingbird

Common poorwill

Evening grosbeak 10
Ferruginous hawk

Great horned owl

Greater sage grouse®

Lark sparrow

Loggerhead shrike

Long-billed curlew

Northern rough-winged swallow”
Olive-sided flycatcher
Orange-crowned warbler

Prairie falcon

Rough-tegged hawk

Steller's jay

Swainson's hawk

Western wood-pewee
White-throated swift
Williamson's sapsucker
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:Callad sage grouse by Medin and others 2000.
Called rough-winged swallow by Medin and others 2000.

Table 10—Total number of birds 70 censuses (10 censuses for
seven plots) and bird species sighted in 2002 and
not by Medin and others (2000) in 1982 and by
Medin 1981 unpublished bristlecone pine plot bird
count (data on file at the Great Basin National Park).

Bird species Number

American dipper
Bewick's wren
Black-chinned sparrow
Blue-gray gnatcatcher 2
Chukar

Cordilieran flycatcher
Cooper’s hawk

Gray flycatcher
Plumbeous vireo
Turkey vuiture
Virginia's warbler
Zone-tailed hawk
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count was lacking in the 2002 count. Most prominent
birds species in 1982 were American pipit and moun-
tain bluebird. Most prominent in 2002 were American
pipit, black rosy finch, and mountain bluebird.

Summary

In general, the most prominent bird species on the
various study plots in 1982 were also the most promi-
nent birds in 2002, with some exceptions. The large
reduction in total number of birds seems to parallel
the reports of others (Jehl and Johnson 1994). We do
note that Medin collected his data during a wet period,
and our data was collected during a dry period.
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Appendix A

Global Positioning System (GPS) readings for the corners of Medin and others (2000)
five ecotones bird census plots. Corners were not marked by %3 by 14 inches reinforce-
ment bars.

Shadscale (Atriplex confertifolia))Wyoming big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata ssp.
wyomingensis) ecotone south of Baker airstrip.

NWN38°59.212'W114°07.373"; NE N38° 59.250' W114°07.194'; SW N38° 59.071' W114°
07.324"; SE N38° 59.110"; W114° 07.145".

Wyoming big sagebrush/pinyon-juniper (Pinus monophylla-Juniperus osteosperma) eco-
tone south of Kious Spring.

NWN38°59.034'W114°09.371'; NE N38°59.074' W114°(09.193'; SW N38° 58.497' W114°
09.323'; SE N38° 58.534' W114° 09.141".

Pinyon-juniper/mountain big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata ssp. vaseyana) ecotone
north west of Baker Creek Campground.

NWN38°59.356' W114° 14.508'; NE N38° 59.390' W114° 14.325'; SW N38°59.218' W114°
14.439'; SE N38° 59.254 W114° 14.261'.

Mountain big sagebrush/mixed conifer ecotone south of Strawberry Creek.
NWN39°02.514'W114° 18.462'; NE N39° 02.522' W114° 18.281'; SW N39° 02.372' W114°
18.420', SE N39° 02.411' W114° 18.239'.

Mixed conifer/alpine ecotone west (about 1 mile) of Wheeler Peak Trail Head.

NWN39°00.567' W114° 19.166'; NE N39° 00.559' W114° 18.579'; SW N39° 00.421' W114°
19.173"; SE N39° 00.418 W114° 18.585'.
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Appendix B

Common and scientific names of birds in the text and tables (after Alsop 2001).

Common name Scientific name Common name Scientific name
American crow Corvus brachyrfiynchos Loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianis
American dipper Cinclus mexicanus Long-billed curlew Numenits americanus
American kestrel Falco sparverius Long-eared owl Asio olus
American pipit® Anthus rubescens MacGillivray's warbler Oporornis folmier
American robin Turdus migratorivs Mountain bluebird Sialia currucoides
Ash-throated flycatcher Myrarchus cinerascens Mountain chickadee Poecile gambell
Bam swallow Hirundo rustica Mourning dove Zenaida macroura
Bewich's wren Thryomanes bewickii Northern flicker Colaptes auralus
Black-billed magpie Pica hudsonia Northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Black-chinned Northern harrier Circus cyaneus

hummingbird Archilochus alexandri Northern rough-winged
Black-chinned sparrow Spizella atrogularis swallow® Stelgidopteryx sermperinis
Black-headed grosbeak Pheuctlicus melanocephalus Olive-sided flycatcher Conlopus coopert
Black rosy-finch® Leucosticte atrata Orange-crowned warbler Vermivora celata
Black-throated gray warbler  Dendroica n. Pine siskin Carduelis pinus
Black-throated sparrow Amphispiza bilineata Pinyon jay Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus
Blue-gray gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea Plumbeous vireo Vireo plumbeus
Blue grouse Dendragapus obscurus Prairie falcon Falco mexicanus
Brewer's blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus Red-breasted nuthatch Sitta canadensis
Brewer's sparmrow Spizelfa breweri Red-naped Lv.apsuckerf Sphyrapicus nuchalis
Broad-tailed hummingbird Selaspharus platycerus Red-tailed hawk Buteo jamaicensis
Brown creeper Certhia americana Rock wren Salpinctes obsoletus
Brown-headed cowbird Molothrus ater Rough-legged hawk Buteo lagopus
Bushtit Psallnparus minimus Ruby-crowned kinglet Regulus calendula
Calliope hummingbird Stelluia calliope Sage sparrow Ampbhispiza belli
Cassin's finch Carpodacus cassitii Sage thrasher Oreoscoples monitanus
Chipping sparrow Spizella passerina Savannah spamrow Passerculus sanadwichensis
Chukar Alectoris chtikar Sharp-shinned hawk Accipiter striatus
Clark's nutcracker Nucifraga columbiana Spotted towhee® Pipilo maculalus
Common nighthawk Chordeiles minor Steller's jay Cyanocitta stelleri
Common poorwill Phalaenaptilus nuttallii Swainson’'s hawk Buteo swainsons
Common raven Corvus corax Townsend's solitaire Myadestes townsendyf
Cordilleran flycatcher Empidonax occldentalis Tree swallow Tachycinela bicolor
Cooper's hawk Accipiter cooperil Turkey vulture Catharies aura
Dark-eyed junco Junco hyemalis Vesper sparrow Pooeceles gramineus
Dusky fiycatcher Empidonax oberholseri Violet-green swallow Tachycinela thalassina
Evening grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus Virginia's warbler Vermivora virginise
Ferruginous hawk Buteo regalis Warbling vireo Vireo gilvus
Golden-crowned kinglet Regulus satrapa Western kingbird Tyannus verticalis
Golden eagle Aquita chrysaelos Western meadowlark Sturnella neglecta
Gray flycatcher Empidonax wrightif Western scrub ja Aphelocoma californica
Great-horned owl Bubo virginianus Western tanager Piranga ludoviciana
Greater sage grouse® Centrocercus urophasianus Western wood-pewee Contopus sordiduius
Green-tailed towhee Pipilo chlorurus White-breasted nuthatch Sifta carolinensis
Hairy woodpecker Prcoides villosus White-crowned sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys
Hermit thrush Catharus guffatus White-throated swift Aeronautes saxalalls
Horned lark Eremophila alpestris Williamson's sapsucker Sphyrapicus thyroideus
House wren Troglodytes aedon Wilson's warbler Wilsonia pusilla
Juniper titmouse® Basolophus griseus Yellow-rumped warbler Dendrofca coronats
Lark sparrow Chondestes grammacus Zone-tailed hawk Buteo albonotatus
Lazuli bunting Passerina amoena

* Called water pipit by Medin and others 2000.

P Called rosy finch by Medin and others 2000.

“Called sage grouse by Medin and others 2000.

“ Called plain titmouse by Medin and others 2000.

® Called rough winged swallow by Medin and others 2000.

! Called yellow-bellied sapsucker by Medin and others 2000.
9 Called rufous-sided towhee by Medin and others 2000.

" Called scrub jay by Medin and others 2000.
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