
On the western side [of the Toiyabes] lies Reese River, 
flowing northward toward the Humboldt - of which it is a 
reputed tributary. In the upper portion of its course of 
150 miles it is reenforced to some extent by the drainage 
of the Shoshone Mountains, a rather high range west of 
the Toyabes, but as it nears Humboldt Valley it diverges 
into side-channels and seldom has volume sufficient to 
reach the main river itself. 

* * * 
This [the] vegetation covering alike the valley plains, 
the graded inclines of the mesas, the rounded foothills 
and the mountain slopes, possesses a monotonous sameness 
of aspect and is characterized by the absence of trees, 
by want of a grass greensward, the wide distribution of 
a few lowshrubs or half-shrubby plants to the apparent 
exclusion of nearly all other growth, and by the 
universally prevalent gray or dull olive color of the 
herbage . 

.. . the turfing "buffalo" or "grama" grasses, which make 
the plains east of the Rocky Mountains a vast pasture for 
the bison, deer, and antelope, are here unknown. There 
are indeed, various other species more or less abundant 
in localities, but always growing in sparsely scattered 
tufts and dying away with the early summer heat, or to be 
then found only in favored spots in the mountain canyons . 

. . .usurping entire predominance is the "everlasting 
sagebrush", the Artemisia tridentata. This is by far the 
most prevalent of all species, covering valleys and 
foothills in broad stretches farther than the eye can 
reach ... 

On the foothills only and not ascending above the base of 
the mountains Purshsa Tridenfata [bitterbrush] is widely 
distributed ... 

* * * 
For grazing purposes the region is not generally adapted, 
as is proven by the absence of all graminivorous animals 
excepting rabbits in the valleys and rarely a few 
mountain sheep or antelopes in the higher ranges. 
(Spelling in the original) 

When Jedediah Smith, Peter Skeen Ogden, and John Fremont first made 
tracks throughout the West, they found the rivers muddy, the grass 
poor, and game hard to find. Unfortunately, no one within the 
agencies or the environmental community want to take the earliest 
explorers word for it. That is why the findings of Sereno Watson 
and Robert Ridgway are so important. These were government 
scientist, saying the same thing. 
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