Newel "Newt" Bundy

I was born and raised at Mt. Trumble, on the Arizona Strip.
There were 12 of us kids, 6 boys and 6 girls. I never received
many years of formal education. When we kids were still pretty
young our father was stricken with rheumatoid arthritis and for the
rest of his life the only way he was able to get around was on
crutches and on his knees. He used to attach sections of old car
tires to his knees to prevent them from getting sore.

About this same time our oldest brother accidentally drown in
the colorado river, so things were pretty rough for a while. The
year I was supposed to be in the fourth grade, my older sister and
I spent the winter herding our family's sheep down in Whitmore
canyon. The only people we saw all winter were other members of
the family when they brought us food by pack horse.

After I got out of the Service in 1946, I cowboyed for a
number of years, in Wyoming and all down through Southern Arizona.
Then in 1952 I married Alieen Empy and I had to settle down. My
brother Dave and I bought a permit on the Bunkerville Mountain that
ran about 90 head of cattle, and I began working in construction
on the side.

In 1957 I went to work for Vera Krump. She had a cattle
outfit that ran about 800 cattle just west of Las Vegas. It took
in all the country around Blue Diamond, Red Rock, Slone, and on
over just below Pahrump and south to Sandy. In the summer the
cattle run on Mount Charleston.

There were cattle run all through the country at that time.
Ed Davis was running cattle right there between Las Vegas and
Henderson.

I can tell you right now, livestock haven't hurt the turtles.
It's the other way around. If grass and other plants aren't grazed
on a regular basis, they become unhealthy. Then the feed's no good
for turtles or anything else. And when it gets hot the turtles
will eat the cowpies too. That's the way they get their moisture.

If the turtle people really wanted to protect the turtles,
they'd be controlling the predators. Crows and coyotes are awful
hard on turtles. Whenever there's a good year and there's a lot
of new turtles around, the coyotes just go along picking the young

ones up one after another. And when coyotes get hungry, on years
when there isn't a lot around for them to eat, they eat the big
turtles too. They just turn the turtles over on their backs and

pull their back legs off and let the crows have the rest.

The Government's terrible. We know they're planting a lot of
different kinds of animals around the country with the idea of
using them as an excuse to get cattle off the range. A neighbor
of mine, Milt Holt told me Jjust the other day that he found where
someone had tied some flags (colored ribbon) to the brush near
where he lives, and when he got to looking around he found four or
five turtles.

Milt says that he's lived here, (Gunlock, Utah), all his life
and he's never seen turtles in this country before.



Milt and I both feel the same way, as sure as I'm sitting
hear, the BLM or some other outfit has planted those turtles there,
and before long someone will be declaring this a turtle area, and
they'll have control of this country too!

The BLM, The Fish and Game, non of them tell the truth. All
they want is to build budgets and make more jobs for themselves.
They Jjust want more control. They want the cattle off, and they
want most of the other uses off too.

A lot of this country, like that country down at Gold Butt
and back this way, if they don't graze the feed down every year,
there's going to be years when a lightening storm will start a fire
and no one's going to be able to put it out.

I've seen that country when the feed was so tall that you
couldn't drive a bunch of cattle through it without being afraid
of losing some of the calves. And when that feed gets dry it
burns Jjust like gasoline. it will burn the whole country up and
the turtles too.

I tell you, I get mad. They're lying to everyone. They don't
tell the truth about the turtles or anything else. And they've
got the media on their side too.

They say they're trying to protect the wildlife, but if we
don't get to controliing the predators pretty soon, there isn't
going to be but verry little wildlife left. The other day, Thad
Stewart treed three big lions in one tree. These weren't a mother
with a couple of kittens either. These were big lions, old lions,
the kind that don't normally run together. Milt said, that in
all of his years of living in this country, he has never seen so
many lions as there are now, and he's made his living as a guide
most of his life too

And then they make everyone believe its ranchers and cattle
that are causing game reductions. They're liars, and like I said,
I'll do anything to help you get the truth told.
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EDWIN R."TED" RIGGS

Yes, I've seen Desert Tortoise eat cow pies. I've never seen
them eat dry cow pies, but I've seen them eat a lot of fresh ones.
They eat them for the moisture and their food value too.

Being a trapper, it was always my practice to stop every quarter
mile or so and walk up a draw or wash to check for tracks and sign,
so I had occasion to see those kinds of things.

Desert tortoise not only eat cow pies on dry years but they
eat cow pies on good years too. The two best feed years I remember
were 1949 and 1958. Of the two, 1949 was the best. That year the
grass and Filigree were clear up above your knees everywhere, on
the ridges and in the draws.

Indian Wheat was the most abundant plant found on the ridges,
but, in the draws and washes it was Filigree. I remember stopping
my pickup in a draw where the feed was so thick I couldn't get the
pickup going again without first backing up to get a run at it.

The feed was Jjust like an alfalfa field. Except for the
trails they made, you couldn't even tell where the sheep had been.
I had one herder told me that he hadn't had to take his sheep to
water for three weeks (there being sufficient moisture in the
vegetation to meet the needs of the animals).

When I first went to work as a trapper there on the Arizona
Strip in 1945, there were 32 different outfits that wintered their
sheep on the strip. I covered all the country from Lake Powell to
Lake Mead, and from Kanab, Utah to the Southern tip of the Kaibab,
a country 150 miles long and 85 miles wide.

It's a rough and isolated country, with very few people.
There were periods when I'd never see another person for six or
eight days at a time. Altogether I worked there for Jjust two
mouths less then 32 years. I really enjoyed it, I 1liked the
country and I liked the people.

’ I was always welcome wherever I went. I could pull into any
ranch or cow camp anytime and stay as long as necessary.

I'd trap the high country, the Kaibab, Mt. Trumbull, and the
Virgin Maintains in the summer, then work my way down so I would
have the low country to trap during the winter. We never put
poison out in the same areas every year. We only used poison when
the coyotes got ahead of our trapping.

It's unfair the way the government is putting people off the
range these days. They say that the cattle and sheep have
overgrazed and hurt the feed in this country, but if that were
true, then why is it that the feed does so well on wet years?

It's a serious thing when government policy destroys people's
livelihoods, particularly when such policy may not be backed by
so0lid evidence. Just because it's the government that is making
the decisions, doesn't mean that it's right, or that things will
improve. In fact, in most instances government decisions make
things worse. Take predator control as an example. Since the
government began to discourage trapping and began systematically
cutting back on predator control, we have lost nearly all of our
deer, and we're losing our Mountain Sheep too.



Up here on the Virgin Mountain, where I used to see twelve or
fourteen Mountain Sheep in a bunch, now you can hardly find a
track. The last year I trapped, (the winter of 1988 and 89), the
lions were so thick and so hungry they were eating nearly
everything I caught. They even ate two of their own kind right out
of my traps.

Nature is not "all wonderful" 1like so many would like to
believe. Nature is cruel. In the wild, if animals are not taken
by hunters or trappers they either die of starvation or are killed
by predators. In either case suffering is nearly always extreme.

On TV they often show lions or wolves attacking prey animals,
but they never show the whole kill. If they would show how long
it actually takes for the animal to die while it's hind quarters
and guts are being eaten: and how the animal suffers as it's eaten
alive then possibly people would understand better how cruel Nature
really is.

0l1d deer, when their teeth get bad will get to be a rack of
bones before they die. They often go through months of misery.
I used to shoot them and put them out of their misery when I found
them starving that way.

When I went to get my bobcats tagged in Kingman, (Arizona) in
the spring of 1989, I told Clark Fuller, one of the wardens there,
abcut my experience with the lions and how they'd gotten nearly all
the deer and were now working on the mountain sheep.

That's when he told me that they were aware of the problem,
that they had made three sheep plants there on the Virgin
Mountains, some by helicopter. He went on to say, they had put
radio collars on fourteen of the sheep, and that since the plant,
all fourteen had been killed by lions.

So, the people that are responsible for our game and so forth
know what's going on, but they're not speaking out. For some
reason that I don't understand, decisions are being made for
political purposes, and not for the benefit of wlldllfe or for the
good of the country.
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EDDIE JONES

"The Desert Tortoise was a novelty when I was a boy," said
Eddie Jones, 78 year old resident of Littlefield.

"I can remember Dad bringing one home for a pet once or
twice." Dad was Councilor for the L.D.S. Church in St. George but
spent most of his time herding and caring for sheep.

There are fewer tortoises today than there were a few years
ago all right. But there are still a lot as compared to the early
days, and there would be more if we would control the coyotes.

Things were hard when I was a boy. We had one milk cow and
I can remember that each of we kids would get a half a glass of
milk and maybe a little bit of molasses on our bread. We kids used
to go to the flour mill and scrape the flour dust off the beams for
mom to make soup with.

I was always one to not sit around. I went to work herding
sheep when I was 14. Over the years I've herded sheep over most
of the Arizona Strip, the Beaver Dam slope and the country near
Hurricane.

During those years it was a common practice to kill a horse,
poison the meat and put the parts all around our range. That way
we controlled the Bobcats, Cougars, and Coyotes.

The Tortoises seemed to peek in the 30's, but when the coyotes
came back, the number of tortoises dropped. Coyotes were always
their main predator in this country.

They eat the turtles mostly when they are small. The small
turtles shells are soft and a coyote crunches the shell just a
little and swallows them whole. A coyote, if he eats too much
will regqurgitate what he's eaten. I went to looking for some
missing sheep one time. A coyote had made a kill, anyway the
coyote had eaten too much and among all the mutton he had
requrgitated, there were three turtles he had swallowed whole.

These days, my wife and I are having problems with coyotes
eating watermelons out of our garden. When they do, they sometimes
eat too much and I've seen the feet of large turtles, 1 1/2 inches
wide lying right in the mess the coyote spit up.

Coyotes eat mostly small turtles, but when the coyotes get
thick, and hungry they'll eat a lot of big turtles too.

Coyotes are smart. Some learn to work together and pull big
tortoise out of their shells.

Right now coyotes are so thick we can't keep house cats. The

coyotes are hungry. I've seen where large tortoise shells were
chewed apart. I've even seen coyote stools full of apricot pits
during winter. Hawks too get an awful lot of tortoises.

They can say what they want about the tortoise becoming
extinct. But most of what they say isn't true.

The respiratory disease they talk about has always been with
the turtle. Some of the turtles have always had it. We always
called it "Milky eve". It's a natural characteristic of the Desert
Tortoise.



Turtle numbers are down sure, but there are still a lot of
them around. Not long ago we drove from hear at Littlefield across
the Beaver Dam Slop to Elbo Canyon, and we saw two turtles on the
way. We saw a coyote too. It's that coyote and others like him
that are keeping the tortoise down.
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VERNON BOSTICK

No, I never found any evidence that cattle are harmful to
Desert Tortoise. In fact all the data that I've ever found
indicates that cattle are beneficial to Desert Tortoise.

In fact it was at the very time that we had the greatest
numbers of livestock on the ranges, in the drought years of the
1930's, that we had the greatest number of tortoise.

In study after study, out here on the Desert Sheep Range, on
the Nevada Test Sight, on the Beaver Dam Slope, wherever cattle
have been removed desert tortoise numbers have declined.

Kristin Berry and a lot of other people would like to get
cattle off the range. They make continuous claims that cattle are
destroying tortoise habitat, but they have no scientific data to
back up their claims. The truth is there were almost no desert
tortoise throughout this region before settlement.

During the time I was researching the desert tortoise 1issue
I spent several days at the University Library here in Las Vegas
going through journal after journal and I couldn't f£ind one pioneer
account that even mentioned tortoises. Only in an account found
by Karl Weikel was there mention of tortoise, and in that account,
Henrich Mollhausen writing in 1854, said that in all of his travels
he had never seen a live desert tortoise, that the only evidence
of tortoise he had seen were shells at old Indian camps. It was
his belief that the Indians had hunted the tortoise to near
extinction.

The truth is, that the reason that the earliest accounts never
mentioned Desert Tortoise was because those people never saw any.

No, Kristin Berry and a lot of other people would like to make
everyone believe that man is destroying the tortoise, but if you
challenge their source of information, you won't find sufficient
data to support their accusations.

The truth is that it's not the public or the private sector
that is destroying the Desert Tortoise but the government itself.

The tendency for people in government to suppress the truth

is not new. It's been going on for some time.
1 graduated from Colorado State University with a degree in
Range Management in 1935. Then after spending a year teaching

Forestry and Range Management at Washington State College I
accepted a position with the Forest Service working in New Mexico
and Arizona.

I spent a year in grazing surveys, two years in engineering
surveys, then was Assistant Ranger for two years. Then with the
help of Philip Woodhead, I was assigned to the research division
doing range condition and trend studies under Ken Parker.

It was after I had been in research for five years that I was
assigned to do research on the Kiabab.

I didn't fully understand what I was getting into at the time,
but was warned by the head of Range Reserch that the people behind
the study were prejudice and would not necessarily be interested
in the facts, but hoped I would do an honest job.





















Lalovi Miller

Of all of us here in Moapa, my sister Louella was the one who
took the most interest in reviving the traditions of our ancestors.
But since her death, I have been taking more of an interest.

The "Lizard Stick" that we have was Louella's. I don't know
just how the stick was passed down to her, but I do know the sticks
were used a lot in the old days.

On a tour at the Test Sight a year or so ago Rose Arnold, an
Indian Lady from Pahrump told us she remembered hunting chuckwalla
with a Lizard Stick. As I remember her telling it, it was a part
of the way their family lived, a chore left to she and her sister.





