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No matter where the line is drawn, under "natural regulation," bison populations will continue to� 
increase until they are forced by overgrazing and starvation to again cross that line. Giving bison� 
additional land has everything to do with hidden political agendas and absolutely nothing to do with� 
solving the current bison crisis.� 

So, is there a solution to Yellowstone's bison problem? I suggest that we simply permit Native 
Americans to hunt bison in the park. Various tribes already claim hunting rights under treaties that 
predate the establishment of Yellowstone, so all that is needed is for the government to honor its 
previous commitment to Yellowstone's original owners. After all, native people successfully 
managed the ecosystem for at least the last 12,000 years, and while they were not conservationists as 
that term is commonly used, by keeping ungulate populations low, Native Americans actually 
promoted biodiversity. 

Beaver, for example, were once common in the park numbering in the thousands, but now beaver 
are ecologically extinct on Yellowstone's northern range because excessive grazing has virtually 
eliminated the tall willows and aspen beaver need for food and dam building materials. Native 
hunting = fewer bison and elk = more aspen -and willows'=-more beaver = greater biodiversity. 
Native Americans were the ultimate keystone predator and their absence has completely changed the 
Yellowstone Ecosystem until today it is little more than an ecological slum, and we have a bison 
overpopulation problem that never existed in the past. 

Charles Kay holds a Ph.D. in Wildlife Ecologyfrom Utah State University and has a collection of� 
50,000 photos spanning 120years documenting ecological changes in Yellowstone. This is hisfirst� 
publication with the Qgljg!kj_J:Yri!l!.!~~!j!!£:~
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