
use your land. Now, let's see if we ClJl work it out." 
1be aperiment that's going on in Southem Califor­ THE GREAT WESTERN CAVE-IN: FORNO~ 

nia now is breathtaking in its magnitude. And it's the first 
time it's ever been done. 1be Endangered Species Act POLITICAL FORCES BEAT MARKET FORCES 
was passed in 1973. T wettty y<:acs later, this is the firstrime. We're engaged in a rooperacive venture with the o ------------------------------------------ ­

state ofCalifi,mia, three counties, a whole bunch ofcom­ IN THE WHITE HOUSE'S ficst bold green scroke, Bill age to ger some of the changes it originally sought. Fees 
munities. We are caught in a magnetic fidd between San Clinton proposed to raise ~venue. curtail destrucrive for grazing on public lands ClJl be raised administrative­
Diego and La. Angeles, which are growing toward each land-use practices and inject market principles intO the ly, a process Babbitt says he's iniriated. 
ocher across a fragile ecosystem scrip full of all kinds of notoriously subsidized West by establishing marke<-rate Mining royalties are more problematic, owing to the 
unique birds and cricun chat won't live anywhere else. grazing fees and a l25-percent gross royalty foe hard-rode existence of an 1872 law that allows gold, silver and other 
And they're being threatened by people who don't want mining on public lands. The proposal was a dear signal mecals to be mined on public lands virtually fOr frtt. An 
to live anywhere else. the public would DO longer underwrite the destruction of industry-friendly bill, sponsored by Idaho Republican 

'The question is, Can we invoke the land-use-plarming the land. A new era of land-use policy was dawning. Larry Craig, was passed by the Senate in late May. It calls 
power of local communities, the enIOn:ement powers of The great cave-in didn't cake ' :. for a rwo-percent net royalry, far be­
the Endangered Species Act and the fIameworlc of scate long: Western senators, led by low the administration's proposal 
government to pull chis off? It's a breathcalcing experi­ Democrats Max Baucus of Mon­ Babbitt is hope/U1 that a more com­
<:0= I chink it's going to worle. tana and Ben Nighthorse Camp­ prehensive bill sponsored by House 

You fee the Endangered Species Ad tn "JOur ",edge fOr this bell of Colorado, bemoaned the Natural Resources Committee 
new ImuJ ethU:. economic ruin and social disintegra­ chair George Miller will clear the 

Oil, absolutdy. That's the way I read it. I chinle it's pos­ tion the plan would usher in. "How House, leaving a conference com­
sible chat we can, out ofa combination of reasonableness would you go back to a public-land mittee to iron out a compromise 
and confLcc n:solution, ofusing the bully pulpit, of look­ state facing an doction in four years more reflective of the administra­
ing for examples ofcultur.>! change, chat together "'"' can and say chat you voted to basically tion's position. Miller's bill, yet to 
do ching;s dif&ttncly. We can find a new way. end. mining and ranching and the pass, proposes an eight-percent 

You ~ in iJ position rimiLzr 10 the pmiJmJ's in thtrt ~ of using of public lands?" asked .gross royalry. significantly more 
"JOur gre_ ttJsh is 10 ~ thtJt ~ t:iJ7I tJdutJ1ly JUC'­ CampbdL After cwo weeks ofnego­ chan the Craig bill though less chan 
=d in soh1ng compkx problems. HlJA' do yrru do thtrt? tiation, the Ointon administr.ation the White House wants. Mean­

1be best way is to gee in the middk of the cross-fire buried its proposals and charact.,... while. Western House members are 
between chose who say, -Wreck the land in order to use izcd its capirulation as a change in reluctant to stick cheic neck:s out fOr 
its resources," and chose who say, "Any resou:rc.e u tiliza­ tactics. Though the White House MONTANA "nalor Max Baucus reform unless assured cheic Senate 
tion is inappropriate." I bring credibility to chis adminis­ vowed to seek the increases '. '......: ,) counterparts will do likewise. 
tration by saying we can preserve ecosystems, and in the through 'other means, environmencalists shuddered at the Provided the Miller bill passes, much will depend on 
context of chose ecosystems, we can use resources in -a apparent ease with which principle had been discarded. the makeup of the Senate conference committee ap­
choughdUI way. What I have to do is end chis in=nt . , '. Opinion varies on whether or not the White House pointed by Louisiana senator Bennett Johnston, dJair of 
apocalyptic debate and say, "Yes, "'"' can have boch." ." was miscalcen in folding the proposals into its l5OO-page the Energy and Narural Resources Committee. Once 

In /990. yrru ><tid 1M bretZhng the linIc. betw«n the I3uretJu budget in the first place. The White House chose not the House and Senate bills reach the conference, the 
of ReclmntJtion, whi<:b develop, irrigalion proj«/;, and the to -accept a counterproposal by the Westem senators. In more the Senate committee is willing to give. the more 
iJgriculiurd burc<tUai1CJ will be iJS easy iJS Ircmsitioning the .sa­ th~ ,:,,:d, h?wever, 0e administration will probably man- che White House will get. - F. Iv. 
Met Union to it mmket economy. Unkrr"JOu '-e.Ar"dreiTtJTlI 
>1ew ofthe ""'" with ",bitJ, the -. ' - -, . . : H"", CtJn iJ new kmd ethic ttJke bold given the pressures 
Kremlin is making thtrt IrtJn-,.. : tJgtJimt change? ~ )ou tried to rtJise grtJZing fee;, WeltDn 
siIion, I would liIc.e· to ~-:- . :'~ simply ><tid no. Don~ )OU ftt« tJn obsurde there? 
)Our Mew on thtJt. : At the core, chis issue is cultural, personal, individual, 

Over the years, the Bu- : and requires a larger awareness among Westemers, and 
reau of Reclamation and : among Americans, about d:>eic surroundings. As usual, 
Western' agriculture put' : 'i people are ahead of the politicians. Go to the subud>s on 
together a 'remarkable'" : the norcheascside ofPhoenix - many are beingdevdoped 
state-driven; centrally". : with deed restriaions. Buras can't touch the ~ ex-
planned economy. It was . : ttpC fOr a building pad and can only plane certain planes. 
justified in the early days : People are voluntarily buying into ~ places because 
by the enormiry of recIa- : they wane to live in a deserc environment. They'~ YOlun­
mation projects. Every- : cariIy limiting cheic fieedom as they buy. 
body was in favor· of pri- There are also some reaIIy nice ranching enmples in 
vate enterprise, but you the West now. Go up to eastern Oregon and calk to Pat­
,couldn't find any private rick Hatfield. He's started a whole land-stewardship
 
enterprise chat wanted to· movement and brought in his neighbors. 'They'~ moving
 
build HOO\I'er Dam. into riparian restoration. What happens on arid ranch
 

But as the system grew land is the cattle all crowd into places where the water is,
 
,up, it s=ud to look and. and pretty SOOQ the cottonwoods are gone. 1be man=
 

. act IiJce an Eastern Euro-.. mttoIlWOOds finally die, and DO new c:ott:onWOOds repIaa
 
'pun economy."Nobody'· , . ' ..~ '..... ' -~.'.""'~:":';;-""1i- -J .: ''',,' • '". "'''~'' ~ .......".. • , . tbem because oottoowood shoots are like Hershey baa 

:- wanted any marIce:t forces. ·BABBITT·at hiS:cmr/innatjilnhiaring·iaJ};.ing wilh;Arizona's'inator:Drnnis D~ondni to i::actIe.14 chat go on fOr Iifcy Ol' a hundred years and 
~to int.rude..50 you had ' ; '0' q~':; :?i-" !i"!:"': ;;:A~'?;::-/i-~~;;;':--: "'J'::''''f~~-;\:''~: :-- -:;i.;'"\"~ ",>.~. the place becomes desert. 'The water table drops, erosion••••J 

these lDcredihlyanomalous resules. A farmtt ·mCali.;:;, . ..:Is the erdoftLrm briil4ing0>'Cl'? : ",' ;:1.- ;:;-: .".'" \:. c,::" ,scans,and what used to bea live st=un with lishandoot· 
fomia's Cencral Valley couldn't sell his water righU;':' <TIm area ~ Si:cigglers stiI1 on the boards, btl[ it's: conwoods and willows is just a dry gulch. 

~ Why? Because ifhe oouId sdI, chat was ooe Ie.ss block in : essentially OYer.. 1be truth is, ~'s enough cbdoped: Hacfidd and guys like him figured out how to restore 
:the machine !=ping the reclamation IDOIIaIlent alive...}, ' : watttinthe ,West. There's plenty of walIi. There are.: these plaoes. you·..., got to keep herding your cattle 
" A lot of us in the West ha..., been saying chat chis is .; some complex problems about water qualiry. about : across land; you can't let them congregate. You can only 
an area where a marlcet economy, individual freedom and : endangered specie$, patticuJar:ly in the California delta. : lee them in at particular times of the year to crop fOrage 
environmencal values are all setVed by moving to more : There are locali=I water shoctaRes driven by the strue- ! in a particular manner. ' 



SPUR POSSE� 
[Coni. from 63] where parents are praying 
for rheir kids, It's a local Lakewood 
church, and Dorrie says rhe church 
recently based the entire sermon on her 
and her family. 

"I feel so much better; Dottie says, 
"since rve ~ven up hope." 

"wHATs THE STORY WITH YOU GUYS?" 

is whar a ~rl on Seal Beach wanrs ro 
know, walking up ro us, saying she's Cathy 
&om Sainr Jooeph's. 

"Whar kind ofstory?" Dana says. 
"Are you guys in trouble anymore?" 
"No, none are in trouble," Dana says. 
"We didn'r do nothing." Weber says. 
"Jusr whortS claiming rape," Kris says. 
"So do you have to do anything else?" 

Cathy asks. 
"Jusr go to the beach," Kris says. 
"Go on ralk shows, ger paid." Dana 

says. 
"Make a movie," Weber says. 
"You guys are making a movie? CooL" 

Cathy says, later adding. "I believe you 
'cause I know whar gjrIs are Iike." 

."See?" Dana says eo me. :' ". 
"Whar are ~1s like?" I ask. 
"They're srupid." says Cathy. 
"Why're they srupid?" Kris asks. 
"I jusr don'r think thar you could ger 

away with that many ~Is," Cathy tells 
the boys. 

"Can I call you up?" Kris asks. 
"Think not." 

"She knows how you are, Kris," Dana 
says to his brother, and then to me, "See, 
she's a respectable ~L" 

The respectable ~I walks back to her 
friends, and the boys laugh and call her 
Corky, and I ask Dana what's the differ· 
ence between good sex and bad sex, as­
suming there is such a di./ference, and 
Dana says, "There's never bad sex for a 
guy; but then corrects himself by add­
ing, "There is bad sex when a girl's 
breath's kicking." 

"She ain't kicking. but her brearh's 
fucking kicking like karare," Weber says. 

"See, we bag on guys tha t romance 
whores; Dana says. "Whores you just 
nUt and you leave. Good ~1s rhat are fine 
and respectable, you ~ve them the alI­
night thing. you please them and rO­
mance them." 

Romance them? 
"You just romance them and eat them 

our and shir." 
Now Dana drifts o/f.lying bacIc, yawn' 

ing. saying how he just lies in bed at night, 
searing at the criling. going. "Dang. dude, 
just let me go back ro ninth grade, God. 
please, God. I just want to p1ayag;ain, play 
baIl ag;ain, you Icnow,l want to maIce my 
mom proud ag;ain." 

Today, the boys' a-mbly on date rape 
was he1d at Lakewood High. and ·after 
scbooI, when I asbd the crew Icidcing at 
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to the asse:mOly toaay ~ U1C ~wcc Wd~ 

unanimous - "Hen. no!" 
Today, a' Los Padrinos Juvenile 

Facility, a sixreen-ye:u-old Spur pleaded 
no conrest to a single charge of lewd con­
ducr with a child under fuurteen and was 
sentenced eo spend at Ie=: eight months 
in a counry juvenile Center, where he will 
enrer a coumding program that sfieciaI­
ires in sexual assaults.· ., . :...... 

But no one talIcs of this here on.'the 
beach in the sun and the sand. "I don't 
know; Dana says. "I think I just·'need to 
get me a gidfiiend, then I1l be all right." • 

KATZ 
[Con!. from 38] there is of gun control is 
often misleading. The NRA may have 
sua:essfu1ly bloclced some legislation, but 
it has long ago lost DlO5t public support. 
According to Josh Sugannann's NRA: 
Morry, Rrepower and Fear, more 'than sev­
enry percent of citizens favor banning 
Saturday night specials. Seventy-two per­
cent favor banning semiauromatic assault 
weapons, and ninery-ooe per=1t support 
the Brady bilrs wedr;.Joog waiting period. and ~3nd profiles ofsuch ~-: ::rhe'Ioie'J~ BureauOfRedamatioo, fcC ~ 
for handgun sab.. .,' -,-,." ~.... ~ day'Jieroes ·as:Cheryl ProCt~':;;a~'twe:nrY::;' ~ ~pIe,~which' waS i ~ in buiIding~' 

•.•I'••uuo:. _. _ •. • • __ 

reroute of the University of California a' 
Davis is a pio"eer in defining gun violena 
as a public-health emergency, He's report­
ed that firearms are among the ten most 
frequent causes of dearh in the United 

; States, ranking higher than deaths related. 
.rp childbirth or Icidoey disease or, in some 
:Siares;·dnmk driving. 
.. But nO i>ublic-htalth ca.mj>aign is like-
Iy to wock unlesS the news adia come eo 

.see fire:anns violcntt as a story as big as 
sexual harassment or Clinton's ttansition 
problems. Reeling &om competition from 
cable and other new technologies, most 
media institutions aren't likely ro launch 
rosrly new initiatives in the inner cities. A� 
striking exception is Tunes Mirror, the� 

. parent company of the Los An~ Trmes.� 
In Los Angeles, it is publishing Gty TImeS,� 
In New Yodc Gry, it publishesNnv York� 
N~, an urbanized version ofits biggtt� 
subw-han naniesaIce on Long Island. . 

Nnv York N"",sdtty is a fat, unwieldy 
paper crammed ineo a tabloid fOtmat, but 
it is fiIIc<:I with .;" array'·of opinionatc<:l 
white, black and Hispanic columnists -. 
male and fe~e ,-. groundbreaking fea, 
rures like a nigular subway eOIumn,'~ 
about urban crime, poveny, education 

jjA BBl'1.. 1. 

[Coni. {rom 52] and-<!eath power over rhar 
fish. We didn'r fOrm any task force. We 
JUSt agreed to continue ralking. 
.,~.'J"k atlministration has h4tJ a rough coupk 
of months. Whats your asumn~nt of 
IWidciJ Ointon? '. :c'.;: 

.,; .. What matters in.the lOng run is the 
·eCooomy, the pttSidmt's budget and two 

or three other major issues - health care, 
campaign reform. At decrion rime wel1 be 
judged on the big ones. 

At tk memorial you held for the Weltem 
writer Wallace St~gner, you said that you 
'gr"", ..p imprisoned in the mythology of the 
indMdualisti<: Wtst," Why is. that an impris­
oning mythology? .. 

Igmvupinawlrure rharsaid the West 
is about the absolute right of~. pmo;, 
who owns an acre of land to do 'whatever' 
he or she wants at any time. The other part 
of the myrbology said that the West had 
been created by individuals and not by 
community processes, that the West was a 

'demonstration that unbridled indi­
yidpalism really worlced. But that'S not an 
~=te~ II: dQeso't rdl you'about_ 

The NRAhas lost.twowell-publicized; .~l? ?~,~ wbo's.a cap'· 
battles this year. an dTort ro ov'errum a· 
ban on assault rifles in NewJersey, anoth­
er '0 bloclc a Virginia law that would lim­
it the number of handguns individuals 
buy, And Congress is expected to over­
come decades of cowering and pass th~ 
Brady bill 

But covering the NRA isn't the same 
as coming to rerms with ,he reality of 
firearms violence. The gun lobby has mao­
aged to keep journalistic attention on 
issues like delaying gun purchases or the 
ban of the most lethal weapons. The real 
issues aren't even on the table: Why are 
we so violent? Would it be possible to dis· 
arm the country? Can traditional policing 
work to control gun use? Why have bIaek 
and whire leaders avoided firearms via­
lence to focus on often less urgent issues? 

No I~lative body in the country is 
seriously considering comprehensive gun 
controLJUSt the process by which guns are 
made available. Few of the Jegislative bat­
tles over so-called gun control would have 
any substantial impact. More than 20,000 
kderaI, stare and local laws aIready exist 
seeking to limit the sale. distribution and 
use of firearms - eo lirrle eBttt. 

FOR JOURNALISM THE QUESTIONS ARll 

stark and complex. Is it possible to COlIer 
the deaths of young black males in shat­
tered. impoverUhed neighborhoods where 
advertisers !>aYe DO interest and most read­
ers and viewers DO direct staIce? To many 
media consumus, it sometimes appears 
TV DeWS and oewspapea CO'YU little but 

. aime. But what newspapers and television 
mostly CX>IIa' are episodic outbursts ofvia­

ta1n m the otys CO=oons Department. 
Gty TImeS is even more radically difler­

cot. A thin Sunday supplement .with coI­
or photos and few ads, launched after the" 
LA riots, it is in many ways'the purest,' 
most exciting mainstream urban iJewspa~. 
per in the country, In Gty TImeS, sudden 
violence and death &om guns are inescap' 
able realities, nor a few paragraphs scar­
tered here and there in the metro section. 

In irs April 18th issue, City 7im~s 

fOcused on another elemental issue: com­
municarions in a city where roughly half 
the population speaks a language Other 
than English at home. "I speak English at 
school," said a Guatemalan immigrant, 
"Kanjobal [an indigenous Guaremalan 
language] to my family and Spanish to 
almost everybody else." 

But nothing reveals more about how 
the media work than the death of Yoshi­
hiro Harrori, a Japanese high-sc:hool Stu­
dent gulUled down by a man near Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, after Hattori knocked 
on rhe wrong door looking fOr a HaI-
Ioween party. 

Hattori had a whole stunned nation 
and its media to call attention to his death. 
InJapan, a nation of120 million that does 
not permit citizens to carry gum, seventy-
four people were killed by guns in 199L 
~ of those deaths involved orga­
ni=I-aime figures. Sboclc over Hanori's 
death made it a big story here. What 
made Hattori's killing so much more 
newsworthy than rhat of the Rusitanonras 
or Capers? Only this: Another culture 
held up a mirror to ours, and for a 
moment, we were shocked. • 

theWest.Itd<>e:'l"t~eIlyOuaboutthe~ 
.of the. u.s. GeOlOgJcaI Survey, mappmg' 
the land and finding the resources. . 

The communitarian interpretation of 
the West is not by itSelf adequate. Wbat ' 
Wc're loolcinglOr is a baIance in which poo-. 
pie are fret: in the American tradition to 
develop their dream but in a way thar res­
ooares through a communiry that agrttS 

about larger goals. 
You ~ hof4iJ for tk Wert? 
Oil, yes. rve hardly ever had so much 

fun than at the gr..zing hearings rve held 
in the last couple weeks. To have a room­
fuJ of a thousand people arguing abou, 
grazing but really carrying on an incense 
dialogue about the meaning of the Wesr. 
Unknowingly, perhaps, but rhar's really 
wha, these thin&, are all abour. 

The old-rimers at these hearin&, inrro­
duced themselves by saying. rm a fourth-
generation rancher, my grandfather came 
in 1877, Until very recently, thar's ,.he way 
I would have introduced myself. Thats 
your signature in the old West. And ir's a 
wonderful. intensely felt tradition. 

But now there are a lot of new people 
in the West, and they're as intense as the 
old-timers. Most of them came precisely 
in search of those values. They arrive, and 
they look arotmd and realize the polirical 
process isn't raking them intO account. 
They get their head above the wall and 
say, hey, rm an authentic Westerner, and 
my vision of this landscape is more true 10 

the modem West than the old one. 
Out of this is going to come a much 

better, more participatory, more sensitive 
vit:w. The West is DO longer in the po&­

.-ion of a single group. • 




