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[Cont. from 63] where parents are praying
for their kids. It’s a local Lakewood
church, and Dottie says the church
recently based the entire sermon on her
and her family.

T feel so much better,” Dottie says,

“since Pve given up hope.”

“WHAT’S THE STORY WITH YOU GUYS?”
is what a girl on Seal Beach wants to
know, walking up to us, saying she’s Cathy
from Saint Joseph's.

“What kind of story?” Dana says.

“Are you guys in trouble anymore?”

"No, none are in trouble,” Dana says.

"We didn’t do nothing,” Weber says.

“Just whores claiming rape,” Kris says.

"So do you have to do anything else?”
Cathy asks.

TJust go to the beach,” Kris says.

“Go on talk shows, get paid,” Dana
says.

"Make a movie,” Weber says.

“You guys are making a movie? Cool,”
Cathy says, later adding, "I believe you
*cause I know what girls are like.”

"See?” Dana says to me.

“"What are girls like?” I ask.

“They're stupid,” says Cathy.

“Why're they stupid?” Kris asks.

*T just don’t think that you could get
away with that many girls,” Cathy tells
the boys.

“Can I call you up?” Kris asks.

"Think not.”

“She knows how you are, Kris,” Dana
says to his brother, and then to me, "See,
she’s a respectable girl.”

The respectable girl walks back to her
friends, and the boys laugh and call her
Corky, and I ask Dana what's the differ-
ence between good sex and bad sex, as-
suming there is such a difference, and
Dana says, "There’s never bad sex for a
guy,” but then corrects himself by add-
ing, "There is bad sex when a girl's
breath’s kicking.”

“She ain’t kicking, but her breath’s
fucking kicking like karate,” Weber says.

"See, we bag on guys that romance
whores,” Dana says. "Whores you just
nut and you leave. Good girls that are fine
and respectable, you give them the all-
night thing, you please them and ro-
mance o

Romance them?

“You just romance them and eat them
out and shit.”

Now Dana drifts off, lying back, yawn-
ing, saying how he just lies in bed at night,
staring at the ceiling, going, "Dang, dude,
just let me go back to ninth grade, God,
please, God, I just want to play again, play
ball again, you know, I want to make my
mom proud again.”

Today, the boys’ assembly on date rape
was held ac Lakewood High, and ‘after
school, when I asked the crew kicking at

to the assembiy [00ay! UIC AN>wCL wiad
unanimous — "Hell, no!”

Today, at Los Padrinos Juvenile
Facility, a sixteen-yearold Spur pleaded
no contest to a single charge of lewd con-
duct with a child under fourteen and was
sentenced to spend at least eight months
in a county juvenile center, where he will
enter a counseling program that specm.l—
izes in sexual assaults.

Butnoonetalksofth:shmonthe
beach in the sun'and the sand. T don’t
know,” Dana says, "I think I just need to
get me a girlfriend, then I'll be all right” »

KaTtz

[Cont. from 38] there is of gun control is
often misleading. The INRA may have
successfully blocked some legislation, but
it has long ago lost most public support.
According to Josh Sugarmann’s NRA:
Money, Frepower and Fear, more than sev-
enty percent of citizens favor banning
Saturday night specxals. Seventy-two per-
cent favor banmng semiautomatic assault
weapons, dnd ninety-one percent support
the Brady bill's week—long waiting pmod
for handgun sales.”

The NRA has lost two well-publicized -
battles this year: an effort to overturn a’

ban on assault rifles in New Jersey, anoth-
er to block a Virginia law that would lim-
it the number of handguns individuals
buy. And Congress is expected to over-
come decades of cowering and pass the
Brady bill

But covering the INRA iso’t the same
as coming to terms with the reality of
firearms violence. The gun lobby has man-
aged to keep journalistic attention on
issues like delaying gun purchases or the
ban of the most lethal weapons. The real
issues aren’t even on the table: Why are
we so violent? Would it be possible to dis-
arm the country? Can traditional policing
work to control gun use? Why have black
and white leaders avoided firearms vio-
lence to focus on often less urgent issues?

No legislative body in the country is
seriously considering comprehensive gun
control, just the process by which guns are
made available. Few of the legislative bat-
tles over so-called gun control would have
any substantial impact. More than 20,000
federal, state and local laws already exist
seeking to limit the sale, distribution and
use of firearms — to lirtle effect.

FOR JOURNALISM THE QUESTIONS ARE
stark and complex. Is it possible to cover
the deaths of young black males in shat-

tered, impoverished neighborhoods where
advertisers have no interest and most read-
ers and viewers no direct stake? To many
media consumers, it sometimes appears
TV news and newspapers cover little but

" crime: But what newspapers and television

mostly cover are episodic outbursts of vio-

temute of the Umversxry of California at
Davis is a pioneer in defining gun violence
as a public-health emergency. He's report-
ed that firearms are among the ten most
frequent causes of death in the United

 States, ranking higher than deaths related
.to childbirth or kidney disease or, in some

Shatea el deivt
- But no public-health campaign is like-
Iy to work unless the news media come to

'seeﬁ:carmsvxolexweasastoryasbxgas

sexual harassment or Clinton’s transition
problems. Reeling from competition from
cable and other new technologjes, most
media institutions aren't likely to launch
costly new initiatives in the inner dities. A
striking exception is Times Mirror, the
parent company of the Los Angeles Times.
In Los Angeles, it is publishing Gty Times.
In New York City, it publishes New York
Newsday, an urbanized version of its bigger
suburban pamesake on Long Island.
New York Newsday is a fat, unwieldy
papet crammed into a tabloid format, but
it is filled with an array of opinionated

white, black and Hispanic columnists —.

male and female — groundbreaking fea-
tures like a regular subway column, stories
about urban crime, poverty, education

|- and economics and profiles of such every- |-
“ day heroes as Cheryl Proctor, a-tweity |
; niné-year-old black woman who's a cap-’

tain in the ciry’s Corrections Department.

City Times is even more radically differ-
ent. A thin Sunday supplement with col-
or photos and few ads, launched after the
L.A. riots, it is in many ways the purest,

most excmng mainstream urban newspa- :

per in the country. In City Times, sudden
violence and death from guns are inescap-
able realities, not a few paragraphs scat-
tered here and there in the metro section.

In its April 18th issue, City Times
focused on another elemental issue: com-
munications in a city where roughly half
the population speaks a language other
than English at home. T speak English at
school,” said a Guatemalan immigrant,
"Kanjobal [an indigenous Guatemalan
language] to my family and Spanish to
almost everybody else.”

But nothing reveals more about how
the media work than the death of Yoshi-
hiro Hattori, a Japanese high-school stu-
dent gunned down by a man near Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, after Hattori knocked
on the wrong door looking for a Hal-
loween party.

Hattori had a whole stunned nation
and its media to call attention to his death.
In Japan, a nation of 120 million that does
not permit citizens to carry guns, seventy-
four people were killed by guns in 199L
Sixty-seven of those deaths involved orga-
nized-crime figures. Shock over Hattorl's
death made it a big story here. What
made Hattori’s killing so much more
newsworthy than that of the Rusitanontas
or Capers? Only this: Another culture
held up a mirror to ours, and for a

moment, we were shocked. =

BABBIL

[Cont. from 52] and-death power over that
fish. We didn’t form any task force. We
just agreed to continue talking,

The administration has had a rough couple
of months. What'’s your assessment of
President Clinton?

VVhatmauersm:helongrunlsrhe
economy, the pmdents budget and two
or thf& Ol‘.her rnaJOl' issues — ha—lch care,
campaign reform. At election time we'll be
judged on the big ones.

At the memorial you held for the Western
writer Wallace Stegner, you said that you
Grew upxmpnmnedm the mylbobgoft/)e
individualistic West.” Why is that an tmpris—

oning mythology?
Igrewupmacultuxedmsan:ldchst

is about the absolute right of every person.

who owns an acre of land to do whatever
he or she wants at any time. The other part
of the mythology said that the West had
been creatéd by individuals and not by
community processes, that the West was a
demonstration that unbridled indi-
vidualism really worked. But that's not an

accurate reading, It
the role of the Bureau of

the West. It doesn’t tell you about the role
‘of the US. Geological Survey, mapping
the land and finding the resources.

The communitarian interpretation of
the West is not by itself adequate. What
we’re looking for is a balance in which peo-
ple are free in the American tradition to
develop their dream but in a way that res-
onates through a community that agrees
about larger goals.

You're hopeful for the West?

Oh, yes. Pve hardly ever had so much
fun than at the grazing hearings I've held
in the last couple weeks. To have a room-
ful of a thousand people arguing about
grazing but really carrying on an intense
dialogue about the meaning of the West.
Unknowingly, perhaps, but that’s really
what these things are all about.

The old-timers at these hearings intro-
duced themselves by saying, I'm a fourth-
generation rancher, my grandfather came
in 1877. Until very recently, that’s the way
I would have introduced myself. That's
your signature in the old West. And it’s a
wonderful, intensely felt tradition.

But now there are a lot of new people
in the West, and they're as intense as the
old-timers. Most of them came predsely
in search of those values. They arrive, and
they look around and realize the political
process isn’t taking them into account.
They get their head above the wall and
say, hey, I'm an authentic Westerner, and
my vision of this landscape is more true to
the modern West than the old one.

Out of this is going to come a much
better, more participatory, more sensitive
view. The West is no longer in the posr
session of a single group.

't tell youabout -
Reclamation, for -
 example; which was a partner in building
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