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When the Kofa Game Range in south western Arizona was created
in 1939 every indication was that the desert bighorn sheep
population was in decline. Records indicated that but one yearling
sheep had been observed for every six lambs seen on the range.
Expressed more concisely, the lamb-yearling ratio was only 16
yearlings for every 100 lambs.

This ratio indicated that sheep were not surviving their first
year. Range conditions, as far as feed was concerned, gave every
appearance of being normal. Water sources had been developed.
Still the lambs were not surviving their first year. It did not
seem reasonable to suppose that some group of men were killing
young sheep as most poachers prefer the heads of mature rams. No
sick lambs had been noted on the Range. However, near water,
remains of young sheep were being found, apparently killed by
predators.

With this background a predator control program was started in
late 1943. The results of the predator control program were
gratifying. Between 300 an 400 animals were taken. These included
coyotes, bobcats, and one lion. Additional numbers of predators
were killed through the use of poison but were not recorded. By
1948 the lamb to yearling ratio had increased to 71 yearlings for
every 100 lambs.





