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Examole 7. The Forest Service might find it necessary to close a range 
allotment to grazing, either temporarily or permanently. The former permittee 
holding a stockwatering water right could transfer the water right off of the 
NatiOnal Forest, thus preventing use by wildlife. In addition, future 
grazing, recreation, or other uses would be restricted or precluded. 

Example 8. A certificate issued to a permittee may make ·it difficult for the 
Federal land agency to implement water conservation measures. 

Example 9. In some areas, guides having special use permits lead tourists 
through wilderness areas on pack animals. Actions of private individuals 
holding water rights could adversely impact such recreational uses. 



SUMMARY� 

The Forest Service believes it is essential for water rights to remain with 
the )and, rather than with individual permittees. This provides the 
flexibility necessary for management of the National Forests and grasslands in 
the public interest, regardless of who the permittee may-be. It is for this 
reason that all water rights applications by other parties are protested where 
the water source is on land administered by the Forest Service, and where the 
~ater use might curtail or result in less efficient Forest Service 
management. The Forest Service believes this policy serves both the grazing 
permittees' interest and that of the the public's, and that it is the most 
logical way of assuring that the water needed for support of all activities 
will continue to be available. 
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