
Above are the six grazing allotments on the Toiyabe National 
Forest in central Nevada up for renewal Dec. 3/: the Francisco 
C&H, red, Pablo/Wall Canyon C&H, blue, the Moores Creek 
C&H, magenta, the Saulsbury C&H, cyan, Stone Cabin C&H, 
grey, and Horse Heaven C&S, yellow. The Elko County Grazing 
Task Force said the area has seen the most drastic reduction in 
livestock in the state, down from 33 allotments in 1976. 

eliminate grazing use or authorize a 
change in grazing use." He noted 
that at least one of the allotments is 
facing a possible 75 percent 
reduction. 

The district ranger said while the 
emphasis on the forest was shifting 
from grazing to wildlife, including a 
growing elk herd and recreational 
use, "we're not out to end livestock 
grazing." 

He said allotments now in non use 
eventually will be returned to graz­
ing, probably in five years. 

"The right operator with the ap­
propriate grazing method will be 
successful," he said, "but if they 
want to operate the same old way as 
50 years ago, they will not be 
successful." 

Valdes added, however, that 
ranchers who are burdened with a 
lot of debt could go bankrupt not 
matter how well they run their 
operation. 

Gustin suggested that the deter­
mining factor of whether many 
ranching operations in Nevada will 
survive is not what grazing methods 
are used but rather how they are in­
fluenced by federal management of 
the public lands. 

He said the livestock industry in 
central Nevada began a tremendous 
decline in 1986 when Supervisor Nel­
son arrived on the scene and began 
implementing a grazing management 
method based upon forage 
utilization. 

Nelson was named supervisor of 
the Humboldt National Forest in ad­
dition to Toiyabe supervisor last 
year; and now utilization standards 
are used to detennine when cattle 
are removed on both forests, Gustin 
said. 

"Jim Nelson has been down in the 
Toiyabe National Forest for several 
years, and since he's been down 
there, we've seen drastic cuts in al­
lotments and AUMs [animal unit 
months], he said. "History will repeat 
itself [on the Humboldt forest] if left 
unchecked." 




