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smith had agreed to meet his two trapping partners, David Jackson 
and William Sublet, the following June for rendezvous in Cache Valley, 
so in June of 1827, Smith took two of his best men and set out up the 
American River of the Sierra Nevadas and across central Nevada to keep 
his commitment. 

By following his diary, most historians believe Smith and his men 
came out of the mountains just south of Walker Lake, and very likely 
passed through Nevada near the present towns of Manhattan, Belmont and 
Current. If that is true, then he and his two men must have passed 
through the Monitor Valley very close to where Mr. Grider and Mr. 
Williams were standing when they had their discussion. Interestingly, 
this is how Jedediah Smith described that country after passing 
through it in 1827: 

After traveling 22 days from the east side of Mount Joseph, 
[Sierras] I struck the Southwest corner of the Great Salt 
Lake, traveling over a country completely barren and 
destitute of game, We frequently traveled without water, 
saoetimes for two days, over sandy deserts where there was no 
sign of vegetation and when we found water in some of the 
rocky hills we most generally found Indians who appeared the 
most miserable of the human race. When we arrived at the 
Salt Lake, we had but one horse and one mule remaining, 
which were so feeble and poor that they could scarcely 
carry the little camp equipage which I had along. The 
balance of my horses I was compelled to eat." 

Disinformation concerning the condition of the range has been a 
factor with the BLM and Forest Service since their inception. Resource 
management agencies have a lot to gain by continually raising 
questions of resource destruction. As long as the public remains 
convinced there are serious resource problems many goals are met, 
including, increased budgets, increasing land acquisition and greater 
control over resources. 

One of the greatest falsehoods of modern environmentalism is the 
assumption that all was optimum in its pristine condition - that 
before white man came the grass was tall and there was wildlife 
everYWhere. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Research shows that livestock grazing and private enterprise 
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are the greatest things that have ever happened to, and for, the 
resources of Western America. Before white man came, the West was 
no more than a wasteland, with little grass and even less wildlife. 
Family ranching has done more to enhance resource health and 
productivity during the last 100 years than any other thing. The 
development of thousands upon thousands of acres of meadow lands 
has benefitted wildlife in a manner that in a manner not yet fully 
expressed. Grazing impacts on range lands and riparian areas have 
played and irreplaceable part in enhancing all involved resources. 
Predator control, implemented primarily for and at the expense of 
the sheep industry, has been paramount in the great abundance of 
wildlife we have all enjoyed during these last 50 or 60 years. All 
across the West, wherever sheep are run, we find greater numbers of 
wildlife. Whenever grazed areas are compared to ungrazed areas we 
find more plant diversity, insect production, animal species, 
health and vigor. 
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