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cattle ranching and 
farming sector will .. 
impact the economic 
activity in Elko County. 

"It is very crucial, I 
think, for the future 
growth and stability of 
Elko County,". Harris 
said. "If you lost 
ranching you would lose 
employment, but you 
would also lose a lot of 
those ranch owners. The 
mining and casino 
owners are a very big 
backbone of the Elko 
County Economy." 

Spratling said the 
ranching image is also 
important to Elko 
County's economy. 

"The entertainment 
and gaming industry cap­
italizes on that icon," 
Spratling said. "Even the 
non-ranching industries 
tend to benefit from it." 

Shane DeForest, the 
Bureau of Land 
Management's assistant 
Elko Field Manager for 
renewable resources, said 
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the role ranching plays 
in economies is some­
thing that has been his­
torically understated. 

"We have alway. car­
ried ranching under the 
flag of tradition," he said. 
"We haven't spent a lot of 
time trying to explain 
why it continues to be 
important to this day." 

Local public lands spe­
cialists say the study will 
help them assess the eco­
nomic impacts of deci­
sions that are made. 

"We know (ranching) is 
an important sector of 
the economy," said U.S. 
Forest Service district 
ranger Dan Dallas. "A 
study like this helps 

quantify it." 
Dallas said he was glad 

to see collaboration 
between the federal and 
local agencies to gather 
these figures. 

Eklund-Brown said 
Elko County wants to be 
a partner with local 
ranchers. She said the 
county will be looking 
into studies for mining 
and recreation on public 
lands in the future. 

"Ranching, along with 
mining, is the history of 
Elko County," Eklund­
Brown said. "In my 
opinion, we are the tradi­
tional old west. Without 
ranching, we lose our 
identity." 
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